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@ress to you, naturally connects itself 
with my remarks and opinions on the 
“Bame subject in the last Register. A 
Beek has now passed since that Register 
Was written; I have, during this week, 
YWery carefully attended to the contents 
f the London papers, and especially of 
“those papers which are looked upon as 
Deing decidedly in the interest of the Mi- 
Bs’ I have heard that which is talked 
Oy the friends and hangers-on of the 
“Ministry; in short, | have had as good 
/@n opportunity as most men of learning 
~ What is our present prospect with regard 
‘. reform; and I now explicitly say, 
/~@hat I see no reason whatever for 
' hanging the opinions on this subject ; 
/ Which opinions I fully and frankly ex- 
Pressed in the last Register; which 
)@pinions amounted in substance to 
pehis; namely, that Grey would not 
ake the peers; that he would not 
it his place, and tell the nation 
hat the King would uot let him make 
e peers; that he would éake te bill 
ith the 101. clause altered; that the 
ouse of Commons would agree to that ; 
hat they would beg Grey to keep his 


ace; and that he would keep it. 
Now, I have seen not to induce 


e to change this opiniogr it on the 
utrary, Pireet at it more 





‘ 





ae: very 


firmly in my mind. And, first, I have 
very narrowly watched to see whether 
any of the ministerial papers took up 
the suject and gave a contradiction to 
my suspicions, which suspicions are 
acknowledged to be very generally en- 
tertained, and which have been promul- 
gated by the ‘ Nationat Pouwrtican 
Union,” and, indeed, had been promul- 
gated by them before my Register 
appeared. If Lord Grey had not ut- 
tered the words ascribed to him, the 
report would have been contradicted 
instantly ; and, if his intentions had not 
been such as I ascribed to him, how 
eager would his papers have been to 
call me slanderer! In the case of Irish 
coercion, Avruore hastened to eat up 
the words of Grey! No such haste 
now; and all the slaves of the press, so 
busy and so noisy upon other occasions, 
when the Ministers are to be defended, 
are now silent in signof conscious guilt ; 
except, indeed, the base and prostituted 
Courier; and that tells us, that it was 
‘* always aware that some changes in 
the bill would be necessary.” 

Then, the political gossip! This is 
one way in which the THING works. 
It has always, upon occasions like this, 
a parcel of talkers and pulse-feelers at 
work, They go about, and are at once, 
preachers and spies. Their business is 
to prepare people’s minds for what the 
THING has it in contemplation to do ; 
and to collect information to communi- 
cate to the THING relative to the views 
and intentions of the people. ‘They are 
furnished to a certain extent with a 
knowledge of the ‘THING’s views and 
designs ; they are enabled and autho- 


rised to say what has been told them by 


my Lord Humsve; and what the 
‘noble lord"’ said at breakfast or dinner 
the other day, or ina letter dated from 
Humavuc Hay. By these means, they 
get to pass for persons of weight ; and 
they frequently obtain thus an influence 
over men ten thousand times their supe- 
riors in knowledge and talent ; and they 
ntly actually set such 
E 























a 
~ ve x = 

= Be oe 

; ae : = a “ 
> = - aa . 
, i. 

a oe 

— . > 7 = 


oS See “ 
- . = oe. 

- a a ee poMce .. ae ere - . ~- 
ee Or ee rime Pe eee re ee 


> 


ee 
* Se 4 


~ —s 


oe 


~ - 
ys 











To rue Reapers. 


196 


men in motion, and obtain in this way} ‘‘ quired agitation ; but agitation may 
a popular cry in favour of what ought to “ lead to disturbances; and it behoves 
receive popular execration. ‘These tools |‘ those who are responsible for the Go. 
of the THING are intimate with all|‘‘ vernment of the country to see that 
the newspaper editors, reportaers, and | “ the cause of Reform is not injured by 
pamphlet-mongers and publishers ; and | “ the alarm caused by disturbances. 4 
thus, these are set in motion: the, “ popular administration can ventureon 
country newspapers look to those of,‘ bo/der measures than one which is dis- 
this corrupt and infamous source as to,“ trusted; and hence Ministers have 


a guide; and it has not only frequently, 


but genera/ly happened, that the whole, 
kingdom has by these Jow and villanous | 


means, been deluded and betrayed ; and 
to this very cause we have to ascribe no 
small part of the Debt and of the ruin 
and misery of the people. 

Nothing is a stronger proof in corro- 
boration of my suspicions than the con- 
dact of the Morning Chronicle, the edi- 


tor of which (Dr. Black) is upon terms | 


“been enabled to make preparations 
“ for the preservation of the peace of the 
“ country, which will be adequate to the 
* object, and thereby deprive the anti- 
“ reformers of a means of wounding the 
‘* the good cause. Af we thought Minis- 
‘ters acted on the plan attributed to 
“them in the following extract, WE 
“SHOULD BELIEVE THEM To 
|“ BE MONSTERS.” 

Now, Doctor, I wish that that charity 


—--—— 


of great persoval intimacy with some of, which led you to believe that the Minis- 


the Ministers; and especially with Vaux 
and ALrHorp. 


meets at Whitehall. 


Grey was made. It has offered no ex- 


planation of it: it has not hinted at a) 


denial of the correctness of the reports : 
it has crammed its columns with ducu- 
brations about all sorts of things, except 
the thing now at issue: this day (Wed- 
nesday), for instance, it has two whole 
colunins from the Docrox’s pen, being 
a review of a review of Paxson Nares's 
stupid and lying book about the Pro- 
TESTANT Ke roumation ; and, notasin- 
gle word about the intentions of the Mi- 
nisters as to the Reform Bill. When 
my fast Kegister came out, the Doctor 
extracted a passage from it, putting be- 
fore the extract the following preface : 
“In the following passage there is 
“‘ much ingenuity ; but the person who 
“ will be most surprised at discovering 
“* what a Machiavelian Earl Grey is, 
“will be his Lordship himself. Mr. 
““ Cobbett assumes, we think, a great 
** deal too readily that the Tories are in- 
*« different to the pickings which corrup- 
** tion has left to us, and charity to the 
*« Ministers requires us to believe that 
“* their arming the police and increasing 
“the army had better motives than are 
“‘assigned to them. The Keform Bill re- 


Now, this I know, as’ 
well as I know that the Cabinet Council , 
Look at the Chro- 


nicile, then, ever since the speech of Lorp. 


ters had ‘ better motives in arming the 
police and increasing the army,” had 
carried you a little further, and induced 
you to nume those “ better motives.” 
I have been able to discover no other 
‘motives than those assigned by me. 
Numerous persons (millions) are of my 
‘Opinion, and it would therefore have 
'been “charity” to us to have put us at 
our ease on this account. Your defence 
of these measures is of the real Whig 
.stamp. The army may be augmented 
in time of peace; the police may be 
armed with swords; because the “aid- 
| ministration is popular!’ This is the 
old Whig impudence. It was despotism 
in the Stuarts to have a standing army 
in time of peace ; but no despotism in the 
Whigs, who soon had a far greater, 
| which has never ceased since, and which 
they have always augmented when they 
| had the power. Upon the same principle 
\it was quite laudable IN THEM to 
pass the Riot Act, the audacious Septen- 
nial Bill, and to establish the infernal 
excise, which, when they were last in 
power, thev attempted to carry into 
private houses! They are “ popular, 
| they are “ liberal,” and therefore “ they 
may venture on bo/der measures than an 
administration that is distrusted!” ‘To 
what a point must a man have du 
himself before he could have talked 
thus! {Was there ever’a crew so com 
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ever one of whom the mass of the 
people had so bad an opinion! Dr. 


pletely distrusted as this? Was there! suspicions ; and yet you utter nota word 


in defence of your ** popular Ministry.” 
But, let me now come to another 


r j . . . . . 
Brack really seems to deem the Wares! matter, which, in my opinion, confirms 


as exempted from all political pledges 
and ties, as Ratrno deemed the “Saints” 
from all moral obligations. Put Waics 
for “ Saints,” and ‘Torizs for “* the 
wicked,” and we have Ralpho and Doc- 
tor Black uttering the same sentiments. 


The Wuics may do the same things by 
Right, and in sincerity, 
Which the Tories are tempted to, 
And at the devil's instance do ; 
And yet the actions be contrary, 
Justas Wuics and Tortés vary. 

For, as on land there is no beast 

jut in some fish at sea’s exprest ; 
So in the Tories there’s no vice 
Of which the Wuics have nota spice ; 
And yet that thing that is good in 
The one, in th’other is a sin. 


Doctor Black does not perceive, that 
the day of this impudent humbug is 


oa never to return; that the nation | 


as now the sense to know, that both 
factions are the same as towards it; 
and that they have, in fact, always been 
‘the same, and that they have now, as 
far as this goes, one and the same feel- 


‘ing. A pretty story indeed, that Grey 
as augmented the army, and put swords’ 


) into the hands of his poiice, to “ deprive 


the anti-reforners of the means of 


_ wounding the good cause!” What fools ; 


What asses; what beasts, this man 
Must think the people of England! 
But, Docror, if you should think the 


'my suspicions completely, as to the 
| main point, at least. This main point 
; Was, the intention, which I thought the 
Ministers had, to give up the ten-pound 
|clause. And, here, before I go any fur- 
ther, I will insert an article (enclosing a 
letter) which { wrote last Saturday (2ist 
of April,)atter my Aeytster had gone to 
press. 


To the People of Pirmingham, and to 
the Reformers in all the great 
towns. 

Bolt-court, Fleet-street, Saturday, 21st April, 1832. 

My Feisnxyvs,—Be on the alert ! 
Look out sharply; or you will, I am 
j convinced, see all the apprehensions 
jexpressed in my Aegister of this day 
| verified to the fullest extent. The fol- 
‘lowing letter has been sent to me, in 
consequence of the writer having read, 
in my Register of this day, that | could 
not help having my fears that some at 
least of the Political Unions would not, 
upon this occasion, act as they ought to 
do. First read the letter, and then hear, 
if you please, a word or two from me. 

“© London, 21st April, 1832. 

“‘ Sir,—I quite agree with you in 
‘opinion respecting the Ministers and 
“the Reform bill; that they intend to 
'* exclude the working people there can 
|“ be very little doubt; but you seem to 
'* think that the ‘ Unions’ may take part 
'* with the Ministers; this would be 





~ Ministers ‘ monsters” if you thought my | “ very base indeed, yet Lam fearful that 


(SUspicions just, why did you not try 
_ hand, in order to show them to 

unjust? This is what their frzend 
@ez lit to have done; and not the smallest 
Gtempt have you made.to do it; and 


_ Ghis, indeed, this silence of yours, is one 


the strongest presumptive proofs of 
correctness of my opinions. Be- 
es, what have you now (Wednesday 
brning) before you? The proceed- 
sof the meeting at Leeps, of that 
GasGow, ofthat at Newcast.it, of 
tat Dupiey; of the Lonpon Pout- 
aL Unton: you have before you all 
se, every meeting expressing the same 


'* your opinion is but too well founded ; 
“ for on Wednesday afternoon, while I 
“ wasin a bookseller’s shop, a gentleman 
“came in and said to the bookseller, 
* *« Well, what think you now ? you see 
“ ‘the second reading is carried ;’ to 
“ which the bookseller replied ‘ that he 
*“‘*had been so busy that he had not 
“* thought about it, but should be glad 
‘ when the bill was carried through ; ’ 
“ I joined in and said, that I was sorry 
“ to see the remarks of Lord Grey re- 
“ snecting the 101. suffrage, and that 
i; would rather the bill should be lost, 
+ than that the qualitication should be 
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« raised ; on which the gentleman said, 
«© * Why, I do not know: we ought fo 
“* *take as much as we can get, for it is 
<« « impossible to get the whole; and you 
‘““*have no idea how difficult it is to 
““*keep the people together.’ I said 
‘that I did not think so; to which he 
‘‘ replied that ‘ke knew how difficult it 
“ “was; for that he hada great deal to 
<< «do with them: and then he said that 
«he came from Birmingham. Now, 
«if one who has so much fo do with 
«‘ the working people can submit to the 
«« alteration in the ten-pound qualifica- 
‘tion, I fear your suspicions are but 


‘ too well founded, as I said before; yet | 


‘* | hope that vour remarks in this day's 

« Register will rouse the people, and 

‘* defeat all those who would cheat them. 
‘* Lam, Sir, 

‘* Your most obedient Servant, 


“ec s* 





Afier the Birmingham gentleman had 
gone out, the bookseller told my cor- 
respondent, that the name of that gen- 
tleman was JOSEPH PARKES. Now, 
if Mr. Parxes do not deny the truth of 
the statement in this letter, or dv not 
deny that he was the man; then, here 
ends my duty with regard to the matter ; 
for, it being notorious that Mr. ParKes 
has constant intercourse with several of 
the Ministers, the conclusion to be drawn 
from his observations is too evident to 
need pointing out; andif Mr. Parkes do 
deny as aforesaid, then I am ready to 
ceive him the name of the author, who is 
a ventleman on whose veracity I most 
firmly rely, and who will, if called on, 
certainly repeat his statement to Mr. 
Parkes’s face. 


Wa. COBBETT. 


This whole article, just as it stands 
here, | had printed last Saturday; | 
had it put on a sheet of letter-paper, 
and sent off by the post of that night 
several copies of it, especially to Bir- 
mincuamM. Not knowing where Mr. 
Parkes lived in London, I sent a copy 
to Mr. Peace and to Lerd Hotranp, 
yoth of whom, as | was told, he frequent- 
y visited. On Monday I sent off some 
nore of the copies ; and on Saturday I 
sent one to Dr. Biack. So that all 


was above-board. I did every thin 
that I could do, to make the thing 
reach the eye of Mr. Parkes as soon as 


possible. Dr. Brack published the 
article; but though he must have had 
it on Sunday, at the latest, he did not 
publish it till yesterday (Tuesday); but 
he then accompanied it with the fol- 
lowing remarks :—‘* Mr. Cosserr has 
“ transmitted to us an address to the 
“people of Birmingham (which will 
** appear in his next /tegister). In that 
address he assumes (from some al- 
leged conversation of Mr. Joseru 
Parkes, of that town, in a_book- 
seller’s shop here) that Ministers are 
prepared to raise the 101. qualification, 
and to abandon the metropolitan bo- 
roughs. We are quite sure that Mr. 
PaRnkEs’s meaning has been miscon- 
ceived; and from what we know 
of that gentleman, we are equally cer- 
tain, that the moment this meets his 
eye, he will exp/ain in a satisfactory 
manner the allusions to the Birming- 
ham people attributed to him. Mr. 

Parkes never could mean that the 
|** people of Birmingham, of all places, 
'** would be indifferent, either to the 

raising the qualification, or the aban- 
donment of the metropolitan bo- 
roughs. But we shall allow him and 
the Birmingham people to vindicate 
‘* themselves in their own way.” 

Now in this article I assume nothing 
specific: I leave my readers to draw 
\their own conclusions from the facts 
| that I have stated, and from those stated 
by my correspondent. As to “ vindi- 
cating the people of Birmingham ;” 
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mean; for they have no indifference 
imputed to them, either by me or by 
my correspondent. On the contrary, my 
correspondent repelled what he deemed 
such imputation against them; and 
spoke of the baseness of those political 
unions who should neglect their duty 
upon this occasion. As to Mr. Parks 


himself, he may perhaps thivk, as the 
Doctor seems to think, that some vindi- 
cation is necessary ; and, from the above 
assurance given by the Doctor, 1 did, 
indeed, expect to see something 


him in the Chronicle of this morning 





against Mr. Parkes, the Doctor must | 
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(Wednesday) ; but nothing from him 
do I see; and yet, whether he were in 
London or at Birmingham, he must 
have seen the article which I had written 
respecting him. 
once perceive the cause of his not an- 
swering it directly ; and if he should 
not answer at ali, every one will be 
gatisfied, that I was right in my suspi- 
Cions. ° 
' But, there is a fact connected with 
‘this conversation with Mr. Parkes, of 
‘the createst importance, namely, that 
the Political Union of Birmingham has 
‘(as far as we yet hear) not moved upon 
“this occasion ; not stirred pen or tongue t 
“Wiat! that Councir, which, par excel- 
‘dence, was called “ the COUNCIL,” 
Silent now! Silent at this juncture! 
Calm, still as death, or, at best, slow as 
@snail, What! this corps d'éte silent 
and still, when every one else is in alarm 
and on the alert! Flat, torpid, as the 
| bridge-jobbers and “ improvement”-job- 
bers, in the City! Torpid as Cuartey’s 

Corporation with Cuarzey’s Lord 

)Mayor at the head of it! 

Swho knows Cuartey’s City, knows 

‘very well, that those who fatten on the 

Toast there, hate reform as much as the 

boroughmongers do, and as much as 

PBardett and Hobhouse do. These have 

all one common feeling, and one com- 

)Mon interest: the City-THING is just 

like the other, only sma/ler ; it has its 

DEBT, its PENSION and SINECURE 
list, its RETIRED ALLOWANCE list : 
it has its rTax-GaATHERERS: it has its 
BOans ; and, in short, it is another 
THING, only less in size; but, in pro- 

bys to its size, it has as much to lose 







Parliamentary Reform as the GREAT 
THING has; and it always consults 
@nd co-operates with the GREAT 
THING. But, even this THING, a 
AHING to the dottom of its very soul, 
Sbeyinning to move now! From Mor- 
aru to Cuicnesrer the reformers are 
ving ;-but, not'a word do we hear 
t those of Birmingham; not a word 
S that famous “ council” put forth ; 
famous leader of the nation ; that 
ous “ light in the wilderness ;” that 
ous body, who tendered King Wil- 
n four hundred thousand men in arms 
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‘to aid him in carrying the Reform 
Bill! Ah! it had an Envoy aupres de 
la Cuose; it had an Envoy to the 
“THING. It would be curious to get at 
protocols of Mr. Parkes! We may 
ruess at them, however; we see the 
effect of them ; and here is a full con- 
firmation of all my suspicions! What, 
Guascow, Moxeeta, Newcastre, 
Leeps, Mancuesrer (where they are 
just going to hold a public meeting), 
and Dup.ey, all sending up remon- 
strances on the subject of the ten-pound 
clause, and Birmingham silent! One 
would think that the shouts of indigna- 
tion from Dudley would break the slum- 
bers ofthe BiraixnGuam Councit, Ah! 
Iam right; and so will say the whole 
nation. 

But, Doctor Biack, itis now Tuurs- 


pay; and on Turspay you said, “ We 
“ are QUITE SURE that Mr. Parxes’s 
‘* meaning has been misconceived ; and, 
‘from what WE KNOW of that gen- 
“tleman, we are EQUALLY CER- 


“ TAIN that, the moment this meets 
‘‘ his eye, he will explain, in a satis- 
‘* factory manner, the allusions to the 
“ Birmingham people attributed to 
“him.” I can have no doubt that Mr. 
Parkes saw my circular last Sunday. 
It was, on Sunday, in the hands of Mr. 
'Piace, Lord Hotianp, and in your 
hands, Doctor. On the same day it 
was in the hands of Mr. Tuomas Arr- 
woop, Mr. Cnaries Jones, and Mr. 
Georce Epmonps, of and at Birming- 
ham. Mr. Parkes was on that day 
either at Birmingham or in this infernal 
and all-corrupting and blasting Wen ; 
or, at any rate, he was within twenty- 
four hours’ post-shot of one or the 
other: yet he has not explained ! 
Doctor, do not be quite so sure another 
time, in a case like this; nor, indeed, in 
any case wherein you differ from me, 
Experience ought to have taught you 
more caution in this case. I do not, to 
be sure, fa/k with Ministers, as you do; 
they do not tell me anything; but I do 
not want any of their tellings : I do not 
want to hear their lies; and as to the 
truth, I can discover that quite soon 
enough without their tellings. Better 
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never see any of them again, Doctor, if, 
you have a mind to be right. | 


16 


ss... What! See Sir Roperr! Hum; 2 


“© And never laugh for all my life to come . 


What the Wares were in Porr’s day 
they now are: they have still their ** Sir 
Ronertr,”’ or two or three of them ; 
and, whatever Mr. Parkes may do, 
you will never /augh any more, Doctor, 
unless you instantly cease to “ see Sur 
Robert.” You are now, at this moment, 
muzzled; actually muzzled, as com- 
pletely as any mastiff ever was. The 
great towns keep pouring in upon you 
their expressions of alarm, and you are 
unmoved. You garble the reports of 
the proceedings in the great towns, and 
you give no epinion of your own upon 
the great matter on which millions are 
so much alarmed. And why do you 
not? Not because you are a political 
rogue, for you are not that: not because 
you do not see that my suspicions were 


just: not because you approve of the 


design so clearly indicated in the speech 

of Lord Grey: but because you have 

tacitly, at least, committed yourself in 

conversation with some of the Ministers, 

or with some of their underlings. This 

is the true cause of your very equivocal 

conduct. You might still say that amy 
suspicions were groundiess ; but you 

cannot say that now, unless you be pre- 

pared to assert that the whole nation is 

mad with suspicion. ‘lake the foliow- 

ing, Which was adopted at Newcasrie- | 
upon-Tyne before—four days before— 
my Register appeared even in London 
Look at it, Doctor; and then reproach 
me again for my suspicions. 

** At a meeting of the Council of the 
‘’Nothern Political Union, and their 
‘‘ associates, held in the Music Hall, 
“ April 18th, 1832, 


* CuarLes Attwood, Esq., in the Chair, | 
** It was resolved, 

** ist. Onthe motion of Mr. T. Double- | 
** day, seconded by, Mr. W. A. Mitchell, 
“That, with feelings relieved in part, 
“from painful apprehensions for the 
tranquillity, safety, and settled order 
“ of the country, this meeting has learn- | 
“ed the result of the second reading of ‘ 
* the Reform Bill in the House of Lords, 
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and that, though carried by only, 
small majority, it has not at any rate 
been fiung back in the teeth of the 
people and their representatives, bya 
haughty, scornful, and positive rejec- 
tion. 

““Qnd. On the motion of Mr. John 
Fife, seconded by Mr. George Abbatt, 
That, though unable to understand 
how, upon any printiples of justice or 
of policy, their lordships cox/d have 
decided otherwise, and though the ex- 
pression of any extraordinary warmth 
of gratitude might, therefore, be un- 
i Ac in such a case, yet, consider- 
ing the momentous perils which their 
decision may have averted, or, at least 
suspended, we deem it our duty to 
offer our acknowledgments and con- 
gratulations to the majority of their 
Lordships’ House for the adoption of 
this course, in preference to another, 
which might have proved in its effects 
most fatal. 

** Srd. On the motion of Mr. Charles 
Larkin, seconded by Mr. Walsh,— 
That this meeting deems it, however, 
to be much more indispensably its 
in presenting a 
petition to the House of Lords, be- 
seeching and cautioning their Lord- 
ships against the adoption of any 
alterations in the bill, in the nature of 


‘mutilations, or calculated to impair 


its efficacy; particularly as respects 


the schedules of disfranchisement and 
enfranchisement, and most especially 
as respects the ten-pound franchise; 
alterations which they have been most 
painful! y led to apprehend, from 
certain expressions pubsicly ascribed 
to Earl Grey, and which, if effected, 
would render the bill at once unpopu- 
lar and useless—destroy all confidence 
in promises and pledges—and inflame 
still further that angry and dangerous 
alienation of feeling between the dif- 
ferent classes of society, which most 
unfortunately now exists, and which 
must be speedily put an end to if 
society be expected to remain a 
peace. 

‘** 4th. On the motion of Mr. J. Wat- 
‘son, seconded by Mr. R. Turnbull,— 
That the petition be signed by the 
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“‘Chairman on behalf of this meeting; | “‘ That vour petitioners, therefore, ear- 
“and that Lord Durham be requested |“ nestly implore your Lordships to con- 
“ to present it to the House of Lords. | ‘* sent to no such alterations as abovi « 

“5th. On the motion of Mr. Laing, | ‘* described, and especially no means to 
“ seconded by Mr. Dodds,—'That the | * raise one tittle the amount of the qua- 


“ following be the petition adopted by | “ lification proposed for the elective 


“ this meeting :— 


“To the Right Honourable the Lords 
“ Spiritual and Temporal in Parlia- 
“ ment assembled. 

‘The Petition of the Council, Asso- 
“ ejates anc Friends of the Northern | 
** Political Union, in public meeting | 
** assembled, 

‘© Showeth, 
“ That your petitioners have learned, | 

‘‘ with feelings af satisfaction, that the | 

“ Reform Bill has passed through its | 

“second reading in your Lordships’ | 

| 





** House. 

“That deriving from this circum- | 
“‘ stance an auspicious hope, that, 
“through the adoption of a course of, 
* effectual, though late concession, the 


“wounds of society may at length be| ‘ 


© yart of the PRINCIPLE OF THE 


*“closed and healed, your petitioners 
** hasten to solicit your Lordships for, 
* the realization of that hope, by pas- | 
“sing the Reform Bill as speedily as. 
“‘ possible, without any alteration cal- | 
*« culated to impair its efficacy, by pass- | 
“ing it unmutilated as respects the 
* schedules of disfranchisement and en- 
* tranchisement, and most especially as | 
** respects the ten-pound franchise. 

‘That in their acceptance of this | 
** measure in its present form, the great | 
“ body of the people, considering them- | 





“ selves to have made a /arge and gene- | 
* rous sacrifice of their feelings and opi- | “ franchise ; 


' «6 


* franchise. 

‘** And your petitioners will ever pray, ? 

Now, Doctor, you give an abridged 
account of the proceedings of this meet-: 
in, but you take good care to suppress 
these excellent documents because they 
hit the bird in the eye; because they 
show that my suspicions were reason- 
able; because, in short, they show that 
the intentions of the Ministers are 
clearly seen, at Newcastle as well as at 
Bolt-court. ‘Take the following, com- 
ing still farther north :— 

“MORPETH, 23 April, 1832.— 
‘ REFORM.—FROM ‘THE SPEECH: 
“OF LORD GREY, ON THE THIR- 
* TEENTH INSTANT, in the House 
“or Lorns, it would appear that the: 
« TEN-POUND SUFFRAGE did not, 


in his Lordship’s opinion, form: any 


“ BILL OF REFORM; and that 
“ there seems to be a disposition amongst 
“ the Ministers to alter the bil in this 
‘* respec/.—As this is a most important 
“‘ consideration, the people of Morpeth’ 
will, it is hoped, see the anticipated 
change in its proper light.—If the 
right of voting for members of Parlia- 
“ment be fixed at a larger sum than 
“ten pounds, a great number of the 
“inhabitants of this town and neigh- 
“ bourhood, will be totally excluded 
“from the exercise of the elective 
the number of votes 


«6 


«6 


* nions to considerations of peace and |“ throughout the whole country will be 


“unity, that they would never agree to 
“ any further curtailment of the extent of 
™ this reform, but regarding the whole 


“a mockery, they would consider your 
_™ Lordships’ Houseas interdicting them 
™ from the uttainment of that which they 
“consider to be unquestionably their 
“right, the right of consenting to the 
“laws that rule them, by means of a 
“ pure and honest, instead of a depen- 
“dent, corrupt, and fraudulent repre- 





™ sentation of themselves in Parliament. 


“greatly diminished ; the right of 
‘* voting will be generally placed in the 
** hands of large merchants, traders, and 
* manufacturers, who will have a direct 
“ interest in keeping the working classes 
‘* in their employment, from having 
“* share in the representation of the 
“dom; public opinion and spiri 
“‘ never be able to exert themselv 
“the removal of those great n 
“‘ grievances which the people 

“ country wish to be rid of ; and i 
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which the Reform Bill, IF PASSED “ this impression, your humble peti. 
“ AS IT NOW STANDS, would con- “ tioners have with astonishment and 
“ fer upon all classes of the nation,“ regret, heard it declared in your ho- 
“will be completely neutralized, if the |** nourable House, that the 101. clause 
‘ 


. 


altered.—It is in accordance with! ‘‘ that bill of reform, and that the pro- 
those views, that the undermentioned | ‘‘ moters of it intend to exercise no 
“‘ petition has been thought necessary ; “parental regard over this important 
and it is hoped that the inhabitants of |“ clause, but fo throw it open to public 
this town, who are friends to the Min- |“ discussion, and allow tt to be disposed 
isterial REFORM BILL, will see it |“ of as the general feeling of your ho- 
“their imperative duty to remonstrate | “‘ nourable House might dictate. 
“ against any change which would have | “ Your humble petitioners, therefore, 
‘the result of totally destroving the|“* concetving the 101. qualification to be 
«“ EFFICIENCY of this salutary mea- |“ one of the most essential parts of the bill, 
“ sure—The undermentioned petition |‘ do most earnestly pray your honourable 
“is now lying at the shop of Mr.|‘‘ House, not by any means to ratse the 
‘ Hinpuacen for signatures, and will |“ amount of this qualification to vote ; 
remain there till Monday, the 30th of | “ for byso doing your honourable House 
“ April.” ~ | would narrow the parliamentary suf- 
“ To the Right Honourable the Lords | ‘*‘ frage all over the country, in a very 
6 Temporal and Spiritual in Palia- | material degree, and thereby ¢mpair 
‘© ment assembled. i“ the efficiency of the bill, by cutting 
“ The Petition of the Inhabitants of | “‘ off from all share of civil liberty, the 
** Morpeth, in the County of Nor- | “ whole of the active, industrious, ani 
‘* thumberland, ss intelligent part of the community ; 
** Humbly showeth, | who would, if the suffrage remained 
‘* That your humble petitioners have, |‘ at the amount of 10/., have some 
“in common with the great mass of the |“ share in sending members to Parlia- 
** people of Great Britain, felt a lively |‘ ment: and of such vital importance 
‘‘ jnterest in the great measure of Par-|‘* do your humble petitioners concetve 
“liamentary Reform, which has for |‘ this 10/. qualification to be, both to- 
“some months received such ample | “ wards preserving the peace, and pro- 
«* discussion, and which has recently been | “ moting the permanent interests of the 
‘* brought into your honourable House, |“ nation, that your humble petitioners 
** and there jute the second reading ; be would rather see your honourable 
“that your humble petitioners relied |“ House throw out the Reform Bill a’ 
*‘ with implicit confidence on the often- |“ together, and trust to <geindb ope- 
repeated and unqualified declarations |“ ration of events for giving the people 
“of the promoters and conductors of |“ of this country a more extended mea- 
this salutary measure, that they would “ sure of reform than is even now pro- 
not depart from the principle which | “ posed, than to have the qualification 
** was embodied in this Bill of Reform | “ratsed in the slightest degree above 
“at its first introduction; that your|‘“ 10/. And your petitioners will ever 
“ humble petitioners conceived that the | “ pray.” 
“total disfranchisement of notoriously In- Scorianp, precisely the same 
** corrupt boroughs, the partial disfran- language is held: all have been alarmed 
‘ . . » 
_ chisement of others less corrupt, the | by the speech of Grey : all have had 
enfranchisement of large and import-| their suspicions, their anger, theit i- 
‘“ ant towns which now send no mem- | dignation, roused by that speech; by 
* bers to Parliament, together with the | the brazen assertion that the 10/. clause 
101. qualification for votes, were the | formed no part of the principle of the 
s four principat elements which consti- bill, and that the qualification might be 
tuted what was meant by the princi- | raised without trenching on that printi- 
* ple of the bili; and in consequence of ple. At Dup.iey there has been a-great 
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meeting, the particulars of which I have 
not vet received, but the bills announcing 
which were in the following words :— 
«A Public Meeting of the Reformers of 
“*Dup.ey and its vicinity will be held 
“at Cate’s-hill, near Cawney-hill, mal 
*“ Monday next, April 23d, 1832, to, 
“ addeess the House of Lords on the 
* Reform Bil, PARTICULARLY 
«“TiLE TEN-POUND CLAUSE. A 
* Grand Procession of the Dudley Poli- 
“tical Union will take place at One 
“o'clock, from their Union Room, 
‘ Stafford-street, to Great Bridge, to 
“ meet the following Gentlemen, with 
* other Patriotic Friends, from Birming- 
“ham, &e. &e. &e.—Messrs. D. B. 
Arrwoop, O’Brien, G. EpMonps, 
* Sarr, Haynes, and Pearce, and re- 
* turn from thence through High-street 
* and Ning-street to the Hustings. The 
® Chair to be taken at Three o'clock. 
* All well-wishers to the Cause of) 
© Libertv, and the LABOURING, 
* CLASSES, are urgently requested to, 
® attend.” 
Wiat, then, are we all a set of, a na- 
tion of, suspicious fools! ‘The curious | 
thine here is, that some of the Birm- | 
tnugham Political Union Council were to 
be present at this meeting ! What! and 
do nothing at Birming ‘hein iiself! This) 
isa strange affair. ‘The Grand Mother 
Council oblis ved to beat out to find | 
* people to keep tugetier, "as Mr. | 
Parkes has it! Doctor Black told us, | 
about twelve days ago, that the Bir-| 
Mixcuam Poniticat Councis had“ de- 
@lared its SIA TINGS PERMANENT.’ 
Tdid not Jike this at the time: it was | 
Mot sitting, but hafching, that the people 
Stood in need of. Iam afraid that Mr. 
Parkes, their ambassador in the Wen, 
as sent them down, a sitting, or as the 
ench call it convée, of addled, or rotten 
gs. If so, their sittings will be per- 
unent enough, and, it may be well (if 
hatching do not take place in a rea- 
able time) if these rotten commodi- 
be not, in the end, applied to the 
vs of the ‘* Council,” seeing that they 
e not to be softened by their other 
remities. ' 
‘ar be it from me to impute dishonest 
entions, or even lukewarmuess, to 


© 


- 


‘ 


. 


-~ 


- 





any of the members of this ‘‘ Coun- 
cil,” but they are all to blame for 
suffering themselves to be kept silent 
at this time. See what dithculties 
men get into by communicating with 
the THING! The devil has not half 
the cunning m. this THING has, in 
all matters relating to its own in- 
ierests. But the THING misses its mark 
this time : it thought, that the Birming- 
ham Union would lead all the nation ; 
that we should all look toit asa guide ; 
the THING, therefore, thought that t 
would have only to secure that. ‘The 
devil has deceived the THING for once ; 


and, now, the council of the birming- 


ham Union will be looked upon as the 
Thing’s al/y; and it will have no more 
influence with the people at large, than 
will the Westminster Rump. Indeed it 
will be deemed a Rump Council; and 
though this will not be just, with re- 
gard to the greater part of the members 
of it, the fault wil. not be with the peo-~ 
pie, but with the council itself, who 
ought to have taken care not to be made 
a tool inthe hands of the THING, If 
this council now move, it will have no 
credit for anything that it may do: its 
movement will be ascribed to a motive 
far from patriotic ; and unless the mem- 
bers, under their own names, tell the 
‘nation the manner in which they have 
been tmposed upon, and NAME ALL THE 
DECEIVING PARTIES, the nation will 
never again have the smallest confi- 
dence in them. Let us have the letters 
of the ambassador! ‘There can be no 
diplomatic secrets ; or at least L hope so, 
Come, come! Let us have the “ pro- 
tocols.” What! This cannot bea “ Ca- 
binet,”’ to be sure: it can have no secre/s 
to be kept from the people: it was not 
founded on any such principle. In short, 
if the cause of this inaction in the coun- 
cil be not fully stated by it, it must be 
regarded as a tool in the hands of the 
THING. 

Sir Cuartes Woxsetey has pub- 
lished the following : 


“ To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. 


“ Sin,—Through your columns I beg 
“a communication to Mr. Cobbett, in 
“ order to gain time, and that what I 
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ce 


say may get to the public eye as soon 
as possible ; and am your obedient 
** servant, C. WoLsELeyY. 

“ Wolseley, April 22. 


«< 


“¢To Wirciam Cosrertt, Esa. 


«© * Dear Sir,—Upon a former occa- | 


«ec 


‘ sion, when you thought ‘ the bill ~ 
‘ was in jeopardy, did I not prove to 
‘ you that you were under an errone- 
‘ous impression? and were not you 
‘ satisfied with the proof I gave? and 
‘do not the clauses of the present bili 
““* bear out the fact that ‘ the grand 
* principles of the last bill would not 
‘be frittered away?’ Now, my 
cear Sir, with that proof fresh in 
your recollection, why doubt now? 
Iam sure there is as little occasion 
for it now as then; and am yours 
sincerely, C. WoLsELey. 

“* © Wolseley, April 22.’"" 
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Sir Cuarves does not seem to per- 
ceive that he produces no proof now. It 
is very true, that, afier | had, in October 


I showed my gun in October last. How. 

lever, my being in error is a matter of 
|little importance. 1 wish J may be in 
error now, and if Sir Caarves will on! 
produce me just such proof as that 
which he produced in November last, 
I shall begin to hope again—and the 
sconer he does this the better, for | can 
assure him that [am in anything buta 
hoping mood now, except as to the 
resolution of the people; but on that | 
have the firmest reliance. 

I should have a great deal to say 
upon many points connected with this 
great subject, but the facts are now 
so pressing, in number as well as im- 
portance, that they demand all my space, 
| Besides, the time for argument is passed. 
We have all made up our minds to pre- 
fer no bill at all, to a bill with the ten- 
pound clause altered so as to raise tie 
qualification. The proceedings at Gras- 
cow, at Newcastie, at Leeps, and 
‘in Lonpon, [ insert the account of 
below. These proceedings clearly show, 





and early in November last, been loudly | that any rise in the qualification will be 
expressing my opinion that Grey did \of a most destructive tendency ; that it 
not intend te preserve the 101. clause in | will be the source of fresh and more vi- 
his next bill: it is very true, it is very |gorous agitation than ever ; that the 
true, that Sir Cuanves did do that which |‘‘ reformed Parliament” — will _ be 
gave me reason to hope that the 10l.\ smothered with petitions for *‘* Parili- 
clause would be preserved. It was pre-|amentary Reform;” that, in short, all 


served; but let Sir Cuarnes bear in 
mind that it was /ate in November that 
he did what he calis prove this to me ; 
and this by no means proves that J was 
in error when I said, in October, that I 
thought it was the intention of the 
Ministers to give up the 10/. clause. Sir 
Guarces has forgotten theold story of the 
Scotchman, who, having got over a 
gate and being pushing on towards a 
tree hung with apples, and being hailed 
by the owner with “ Wheré are you 
going 2” answered * Only bock again, 
mon.” lam sure that Sir Cuarces has, 
thousands of times, seen a flock of rooks 
about to settle on a pea-field, and seen 
them stoop for the purpose, but see 
them fly off into the air again upon 
perceiving the gun. They do not get 
the peas to be sure, but he will hardly 
say that the farmer was tx error as to 
their intention ; and upon reflection he 
will hardly say that J was in error when 


_will be discontent and confusion. ‘This 
‘is the true state of the case, and Ido 
| beseech the Lords to consider well the 
probable consequences. As to Lord 
Grey, if he wish to carry the bill as it 
is, Lam lending him, and all these meet- 
ings are lending him, the most efficient 
aid; and if he do not wish to carry the 
‘billas it is, how can we co him more 
‘harm than he deserves to have done (0 
‘him? As towards him the effect of-our 
exertions depends wholly on himself; 
we are laying the foundation of a monu- 
ment, either to his everlasting fame, oF 
to his everlesting disgrace : if he carry the 
bill as itis, whether by making peers oF 
without it; or, if he quit his plaee, e* 
plicitly telling us that he is not 





former will be his rich reward but 

failing in these, the latter will be 

well-merited punishment 
Wm. 


COBBETT: 
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P.S. Just as this was going to press, 
I received an account from Dupuey, 
stating, that though the day of meeting 
was one of incessant rain, some thou- 
sands of persons attended it, and stood 
out the whole of the time. We shall, 
] suppose, have all the particulars in 
print in the next Midland Representa- 
‘tice; but it appears, that the great 
tanxiety of the meeting was about the 
‘10/. clause. The speakers all dwelt on 


ithe ominous expressions in the speech of 


Spore AGN 0th 
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~” 


Sawn 






Lord Grey; and no small degree of 
‘indignation was expressed at the 
thought of raising the qualification, The 
people of Deptey, with intelligent and 
-zealous men at their head, have showed 
an excellent spirit, and as much sense 
as spirit. One of the speakers said, 
that if the 10/. cluuse were altered, the 
speople ought todemand more, at once ; 
sand never cease their efforts till they 
got it. Where aff behave so well, it is 
Wrong to give a preference; but bare 
justice to the people of Dupury de- 
Mands that | give them particular praise. 

N.B. Wr. Parkes’s letter next week. 
See it in the Morning Chronicle. 





GLASGOW REFORM MEETING, 


Held on the 1¢th of April, 1832. 
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I seseecn my readers to go through | 


this article with great attention, and to 
Mark particularly the closing part of 
Bir D. K. Saxprorv’s speech. The 
“eonduct of the Scotch has been admira- 
‘Dle all through; and their promptetude 
Above all praise. They instantly saw 
the thing in its true light; they saw 


that action went beyond mere tatk, and 


they acted. 


On Wednesday night a meeting of the Re- 
m Association was held iv the lower room 
the Trades’ Hall, Glansfurd-street, for the 
rpose of addressing the King, aud petition- 
the House of Lords to preserve tie in- 
rrity of the Reform Bill iv its fullest-ex vent. 
iam Sterling, Esq. was called to the 
ir. The room, loug before the hour of 
ting (eight o'clock), was crowded to suf- 


ation, and hundreds had to go away who 
ld not gain -aduiiltenceaaithaagh the 
—— called as ove RO 
y- e windows were throwa open, a 
ge crowd, though it rained all the time, 


BER ae 


ge 


| 





Sir Daniet “Sanprorp suggested that, in 
consequence of the crowded state of the room, 
and from respect to the many who hai to go 
away without being accommodated, an ad- 
journment should take place till some other 
evening, when a larger place might be pro- 
vided, and the meeting made a public one. 

This proposal, however, was negatived, 
and the business proceeded. 

Sir D. K. SANDPoRD then rose to propose an 
address to the King. As one of those who 
had urged the present meeting, he should 
have felt gratified if it had assembled in a 
more public manner, aud on an ampler stage 
than now, to discuss the highly important 
subject before them; but, as it was, he was 
glad that so many had come furward to give 
evidence of their unabated attachment to the 
cause which had ouce more brought them 
together. The present was one of the most 
important crises that had yet occurred in 
the history of this great measure, which for 
eighteen months had fixed the undivided 
attention of all-classes in the country; and 
never before was the people so loudly and im- 
perivusly called on to assemble and to act 
with vigour in its favour. Some there were, 
however, who had expressed a reluctance to 
mect on the preseut occasion ; aud he was 
uot surprised at the repugnance which many 
‘elt for such public exbibitions—the repug- 
vance was not unaccountable which mauy 
‘elt, in these unquiet times, to the glare and 
hustle of popular assembles. All who con- 
sulted their own ease and comfort—who 
dreaded the serpent tooth of calumnuy—and 
the fierce enmity of party ou the one hand— 
aud ou the other the treacherous defection, or 
the cold support of seeming friends, must feel 
reluctant to come forward and join in the 
struggle, when they w:li inevitably be exposed 
to both the one and the other; but he who 
was determined not to shrink from his duty— 
who was resolved steruly to act for the public 
weal—who, having ouce put his haud to the 
pough, would not loox back—such a man 
would disregard his natnral repugnance to 
publicity, aud would meet with his fellow- 
citizens time after time, till they had achieved 
the victory, aud won the prize for which they 
had sv vobly and maufully fought. However 
reluctant, therefore, be really felt to come 
befure the pubiic—aud notwithstanding the 
many miscoustructious of his former language 
aud conduct, he had thought it right that they 
should meet now, were it only to congratu- 
late themselves on the progress which the 
cause of reform bad made—were it only to 
thank the King and his Ministry for their un- 
flinching adherence to the cause, and to 
thank the Peers, who, even at this late period 
—at the eleventh hour—had, however tardily, 
come forward, aud showed a willingness to 


— some little ix ot ee 
wished thet this. eee site But though the bill 


ou whieh they had set their hearts had attaine 
a stage ¥ wad uever reached before, he 
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could not help putting the question—was it 
out of danger? He wished from his very 
heart that the contest were over; but though 
none could be more willing than he was to 
hope for the fulfilment of the sanguine antici- 
pations of some, who in the height of their 
rejvicing conceived the victory already won 
—he must express his own forebodings—he 
must state his belief that, at no period in the 
history of this vital measure—elated as he 
was at its present advancement—did there 
mingle with bis joyful feelings so many mis- 
giviugs—so much alarm—lest these hopes 
Should, after all, be disappointed. 
ever more wished his auticipations to prove 
true, than he longed for his to prove false 
and groundless. No predictor of the mil- 
lenium could hail the slightest glinipse of 
coming glories with more fond credulity— 
no Prince Hobenlehe could wait with more 
devoted anxiety of mind for the completion of 
his miraculous edicts—no votary of the un- 
known tongues could look with greater en- 
thusiasm, or pant with greater earnestness, 
for the effusion of the spirit, than did he for 
the full and entire confutation of his fears 
by tie final triumph of this bill. (Cheer- 
jug.) But, alas! he had many fears. Not 
eveu when the bill was first promulgated, and 
when the couutry paused fora moment to col 
lect its voice, and to raise it with a burstof 
approbation ; not even when it was thrown 
outof the Commons by a majority of eight, 
ou the side-wind motion of the member for 
Liverpool; not even when spurned by the 
peers; vot at any of these times did he expe- 
rience more fearful forebodiogs as to the fate 
of this bill than now filled bis miud. He bad 
no suspicion of the integrity of the author of 
this measure. He had the most deep-rooted 
confidence in the fidelity of Earl Grey; he 
felt certain that no treachery was meditated 
by him towards the “ 
deemed necessary for the safety of the bill, he 
would do; and he was cheered by the bold 
and manly manner in which some ef his No- 


No man. 


Giascow Rerorm Mestine. a1 





country, All that he! 


most important part of the bill. But be could | 


bot but rememlar that human judgmen's 
were fallible, that diferent opinions were beld 
upon the principle of this bill, aud be dreaded 
the danger that might arise to its eutireness 
and unity, He hod vever raised the ery of 
the bill, the whole bill, and nothing but the 
bill; the term was one he had never used ou 
any public occasion. Not that he was not for 
the whole bill ; but he had an aversion tu cant 
phrases, and did not wish to be the hundredth 


jsameness, might Jose it 


been shut out from it—and on this the princi. 
ple ofthe measure rested. Was there anythipe 
> ’ 


in the history of this bill, so far as it had gone 


which could lead to the conclusion that it wa: 
not the bill which was first promulgated: 
He would Jaugh at those who would say tha 
it differed from the fine first introduced, ‘Thy. 
microscopic eye of a lawyer might detect dis. 
crepancies, but tllese were of no moment; , 
Wetherell or a Sugden in the House of Cop. 
mous, and a Lyndburst or a Wvynford in the 
House of Lords, might discover what they 
called a want of identity in this measure wit) 
the last; but it was not from them he wou}; 
take his opinion as to identitv. He show 
like to hear these reasoners give their opiuio, 
as tu the identity of a man, because he hi 
pared off the excrescence of his nails, or shor 
himself of the flowing bonours of his head, 
lost by exudation some portion of his persona 
reduuvances? Why, in every seven years, ac- 
cording to the theory of some philosopliers, 
the whole system of the body changes, aud be- 
comes renovated, while the man is not the les 
the same in essence and spirit; he is the sam 
man, for good and for evil, and should be 
have infringed upon the laws, he would fi 
the faugs of law prepared to fasten, without 
scruple, on his persoual identity (cheers, av 
a laugh). The vital essence of the bill wa 
the opening up to the community the power 
managing their own affairs, the extension 0 
the elective franchise, and the disfranclist- 
ment of nomination burghs, aptly denominat- 
ed rotten. What was it to him tue shifting ol 
a borough from one Schedule to another, «' 
leaving out altogether some which had bee! 
there befure—or what was it to Lim if som 
alterations were made in the representatio 
fora few English counties? these were be 
the principles of the bill—they were no fee 
tures of the bantling which the country he 
loved and dancled su much before (Cheers, 
But the bill, though it had not yet lost Ib 
soon. Did the! 


believe that those noble lords who had cot 
ble colleagues bad pledged themselves to the | 


sented reluctantly to the sé cond reading © 
the bill would not concentrate all the ener 
vies of their opposition on the most essel 
tial condition of the whole? Sir Dawe 
then adverted to the opposition which would, 
without a doubt, be mustered by the Duke 
of Welliugton, who, it seemed to bin, 
hkethe ludian who believed the qualities «! 


his fallen enemy to be trausferred to himself, 


had :mbibed the anti-British spirit of the col 


-queror whom he had overthrown in the field. 


Would not the Lords of the right revere? 


re-echver of a cuckvo-cry, Put what be had | beuch too, of whom he would speak tenderl’; 
never called for before he would call for now ; | but of whom he must say that, though trem 
aud he would say that he demanded that bill, | blingly alive to the danger, they seemed 8° 


the whole bil, and nothing but the bill, in its tally blind to the best method of escaping it 


essevce and in its 
would have nothin 
of that bill 


spirit (cheerig). 


(cheers), Ti 


Hie | He would ask that meeting: what wou 

g but the life and essence do without the 10/. franchise? Would they — 
| ere was one great| have it? No. He for one would fling itinthe 
condition in the bill which could not be com- | face of any Minister who would offer it 9 
promised—that part of it which extended the | the grand privciple of a 104. franchise (cheers). 


elective franchise to those who had hitherto , Many a taunt had been thrown out 





b 









this part of the. bill. Why have 102, it was 
asked ? The question might as well be put— 
why have 15/., or 20/., or 301.?—and put with 
equalsense, It was said that this qualifica- 
tion would open a wide field for bribery and 
corruption. Thathe stoutly denied; and the 
instances of popular elections already existing 
in the country could be pointed out as the best 
answerto theallegation ; aud the fact demon- 
strated, that it was from these places the most 
able and honest members were returned 
(cheers). It was said, *‘ raise the qualifica- 


tion to 152.""—that was a very small addition, | 


and would make very little difference. He 
would not euter into apy discussion about the 
relative proportion of smallsums to greater— 


or the evil that such small sums might effect 


when taken in certain views ; threepeuce was 
counted a smallsum; but the imposition of 
threepence on the pound of tea lost to this 
country the empire of America (cheers). Cut 
off the 101. voters in this very place, and you 
lese more than one-third of those who would 
otherwise get the franchise. If you make it 15/. 
the franchise will be lost to 2,500 men. If you 
raise it to 20/., your voters will lose éwo-thirds 
of their number. He was certain he would be 
borne out by every landlurd in saying, that the 


10/. householders were a class every way as | 
respectable, intelligent, aud independent, as | 


the householders of 15/. But after all, the 
best argumeutin favour of the 102. franchise 
is, that it has been promised to the country. 


Lord J. Russell, on the first introduction of | 


this great measure, promised that the elec- 
toral qualification should be extended to that 
class of his Majesty’s subjects; and it would 


not do now to say, that the King thought they | 


Should have it—thatthe Adinisiers thought they 
Should have it—and that the Commons admit- 


ted they should have it, but that as, the Lords 


would notallow them to have it, therefore they 
should be shut out from the exercise of the pri- 
tilege. If they, in the blinduess of their minds, 


should shut the door against that respectable | 
class of the community, he hoped that such a. 


storm would be raised on the outside as would 


hoped they would agitate—he for oue would 


‘Dot cease to agitate—till this essential part of 
the bill was gained. One mode, aid thatthe 


Most coustitutional, was to go to the fout of 
he throne, tothank his Majesty for his patriot- 
asm in firmly adhering to the cause of his 
people—and humbly to implore him to use 
ns prerogative in getting this measure 
assed unmutilated and undefaced. As to 
be means of passing this measure, however, 
€ was averse to making large additions to the 
eerage ; be would still much rather have the 
ill carried into law by conversions than by 
eations; an exercise of prerogative ‘that 
aught never to be exercised except on the 
lust rareemergencies. He had sympathised 
eeply with Earl Grey all along iu his back- 

luess to resort to this great constitutional 
jive of the Crown. Instead of blaming 


shake the edifice till the portals opened and | 
| admitted them totheir rightful privilege. He 
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| him, he sympathised in the moderation and 
dignified calmness evinced by this wise and 
| prudent statesman, The balance of the con- 
| stitution was ahove all things to be equally 
/maintained. That balance now suffered by 
the Lords possessing too much of the influence 
of the State, and encroaching on the people ; 
| but it might be deranged by the people 
| stepping beyond their limits, and unwarrant- 
lably encroaching on the Lords. He claimed 
for the peers a great and holy function in the 
state, and he cared not by what name they 
might be called—by what comparison they 
might be figured forth—call them a drag- 
chain if they would; but even a drag-chain 
was useful, and might prevent the vehicle 
from overturning in its impetuosity. He would 
resist anything that could by possibility weak- 
| eu the efficiency and influence of the peerage. 
| Another reason why he was averse to a crea- 
tion of peers was, that it would iucrease their 
‘number. If they madea peer, they made an 
honourable family; and when they made an 
honourable family, they made persons who 
/might eventually have to be supported by the 
| purse of the state. The lords were too pow- 
erful already 3 he did not mean to say that the 
order was in the constitution too powerful; 
but in the framework of society their influence 
was too great. He was afraid that this in- 
‘fluence on the state of society was fast re- 
ducing our country into the two great distinc- 
tions, known in certain ancient communities 
by the names of patrician and plebian, So- 
ciety seemed fast diving into these two classes, 
/and the most bitter opposition was beginning 
to manifest itself betwixt them. If, then, they 
were to raise men from the rank of the Com- 
mons, they ran the hazard of converting them 
into illiberal patricians. Yet let them call upon 
| the King and his Ministers to use every means, 
cousistent with the safety of the state, to ensure 
‘the passing of this bill into a law, and im- 
plore them, that whatever they do, they do it 
quickly. ‘Time was now of the utmost im- 
portance in the consideration of this measure, 
All the interests of the country were suffering, 
and trembling on the brink of ruin during this 
delay. Those great interests which connected 
us with every country on the face of the globe 
‘were all in danger; he need but name the 
pregnant words—corn, currency, church, East 
Indies, West Indies, aud, like the band-writing 
that appeared on the wall of the eastern mo- 
warch’s palace, they called on them to rise 
and take measures for their protection and 
prosperity, or our fortunes and national dis- 
tinction were gone forever. On looking back 
‘upon the proceedings of the present and last 
session of Varliameut, it was found that all 
the attention of the Legislature had been 
bestowed upon this ove topic, Reform 
—a great aud important question, it was true, 
and deserving of the most serious considera- 
tion of that august assembly, but all other le- 
gislative measures were necessarily excluded. 
Let us implore them, then, tu lose no time in 
dismissing fivally this measure—to lose no 
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time in erecting a clear stage on which they 
might enact great deeds for the wellare of the 
country. The House ef Commons now could 


perform no other legislative functions im us 


present stute; it had pronounced its own dis- 
missal, and had signed wuts own death warrant, 
It dared scarcely take up any great question, 
as it knew the country would never be satisfied 


with the decision of a self-condemned and vir- | 


tually extinguished body. The learned kuight 
concluded his speech with again calling on 
the mecting to implore the Legislature to cast 
au eve on the suffering people—suffering in 
their persons and purses, aud without delay 
to pass the Reform Bill into a law. Armed 
with such appeals, their petitions must be 
triumphant. He read the Address to the 
hing. 

Mr. Joseph Miller seconded the Address, 
Which was carried unanimously. 


Mr. THomas DAVIDSON proposed a series of | 


resolutions, adverting toeach as he proceeded. 
fle msisted upon the 10l. franchise bemeg re- 
tained. Householding was the acknowledged 
constitutional frauchise, and 10/. was only re- 
ceived as @ compromise by the people. He dil- 
fered from Sir Daniel Sandtord, aud thought 


that acreation of Peers was the ouly wav of | 


passing the Biil. 

The Resolutions were seconded by Mr. 
M‘Aulay without auy remarks, in conse- 
quence of the crowded state of the room, aud 
the uncomfortable situation of those placed in 
the open air. 

Mr. Tuomas Muir read a Petition to the 
Lords, which was seconded by Mr.doun Tart, 
who remarked that be differed from Sir Daniel 
m the reverence he felt for the Peeraze. Those 
who, like him | Mr. [.), were placed at the base 
of the social system, cid not much revere the 
Corinthian capital ; though Sir Daniel Sand- 
ford, who was half way up, might look upon 
it with great veneration. 
time would come when hereditary lords would 
not be counted part of the constitution of the 
country. He did wot object to tities for life, 
when they were given as an hiouour for service 
dove to the country. The bill was received 
as a compromise by the working classes, 


though it would exclude almost the whole of 


them from the frauchise, and, though they 
looked upon those below 10d as respectable, 
and, comparatively speahivg, as iutel.igent as 
those above it. 

Mr. Thomas ATKINSON, in proposing that 
the Address and Petition be enirusted to Earl 
Grey, delivered av animated address, lauda- 
tory of the character and attainmeuts of his 
Lordship. As to Mr. Tait's creed, that the 
House of Peers ought to form no part of the 
British Constitution, of course be need pot 
Say that it was no part of the creed of this 
Association, thoug!i, to the expression of that 
gentleman's individual epivier vu the subject, 
they could have no ubjection. 

Pcs rey ny then separated, after giving 
we King, the Ministry, aud the 


Bill. 


He hoped that the | 
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MEETING OF THE NORTHERN POLITI- 
CAL UNION. 

On Wednesday evening last (18th April) a 
meeting of the council and association of the 
Northern Political Union, aud other friends of 
reform, was held in the Music Hall, Blackett- 
street, to take into consideration the propriety 
_of sending a petition tu the House of Lords, 
|prasing that their lordships would pass the 
| Reform Bill without impairing or mutilating 
| it, and more especially as iregarded the clause 
of the 1\0l. franchise. The meeting was very 
numerously attended; a large body arrived 
from the south side of the Tyne, preceded by 
two banners and a band of music. About half- 
past seven, the council took their seats in the 
gallery, and shortly afterwards C. Attwood, 
Esq. was voted to the chair. 

Mr. Arrwoop said the object of the meet- 
ing Was to propose a Series of resolutions on 
which to ground a petition to the House of 
Peers praying that the bill might not be mu- 
tilated in any of its essential points. After 
expressing his satisfaction at the ardour 
eviuced by the society iu thus coming forward 
on so short a notice as the council had been 
compelled to give them, he stated that le saw, 
in the conduct of the Ministers, something 
calculated to alarm him with regard to the 

sufficiency of their firmmess, and especially 
with recard to the 104. clause—a clause for 
;the success of which he was remarkably 
anxivus, because if that clause suffered any 
mutilation, the people would be farther re- 
moved from avy control in the representa- 
tion than if the bill had never passed at all. 
|The people of Euglaud had made enough sa- 
crifice, and must not now have the rate of 
‘franchise raised one iota higher. If the bill 
should be mutilated, whatever other eveuts 
might arise, the bird of peace would be see 
no more iu this country. Mr. A. then re- 
marked on some observations which had fallen 
\from some of the opposition peers. It was 
|repurted to have been said by one noblemal 
(the Duke of Buckingham), that the miuls- 
'ters were controlled by political unions, whe 
were fighting their battles under the flag ° 
}Attwood. (Cheers and langhter.) He (the 
Chairman) was uot the object of the noble 
duke’s sueer; he was only a relative of that 
|individual, but still he was proud of the name 
of a family whose exertions struck terror in 
the hearts of their country’s enemies. 
flag of Buckingham and the flag of Attw 
should come inte collision, he believed the 
peer would be first to strike his flag (cheers 
, but he trusted that no war but that of 
| would be attendant on this mighty measure. 
| ‘lL. Doustepay, Esq., rose :—Mr. Chait- 
mau and Geutlemen, in moving the 
| eutrusted to me, I shall have to draw hea 
‘upon your indulgence. 1 am unused 
dress the public, aud am surrounded by 
|}whe are accustomed to imvest the 


| muatter they lay befu:e you with many of 
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races of oratory, and to fortify it by means 
of the arts of rhetoric. NH, therefore, what! 
have to say shall seem homely in the compari- 
‘son, | hope your kindness will make every 
allowance. Nay, I trust that some of you 
may go a step—aud by taking bluntness as an 
evidence of sincerity, allow me to derive a 
little credit even out of my ewn defects. 
D. then proceeded tu say, that the Reform 
Bill bad passed the second reading in the 
Jords, was a subject for exultation but not for 
over security—it ought to act as av excitement 
aud not to lull as a soporific—the reformers 
were bound to use every effort to get the bill, 
in all its integrity, through the committee. 
This was not said in derogation of Earl Grey 
/ tlie bad confidence in Earl Grey : because 
' Earl Grey had, up to this hour, been a con- 
sistent, straightforward politiciau. He begged 
the meeting, aud the worthy chairman espe- 
cially, to remember that when, in 1419, the 
whigs, as Indians worship the devil through 
fear, prostrated themselves at Aluwick, be- 
fore the Duke of Northumberland, from 
dread of the radicals, Lord Grey and Mr. 
Lambton were the honourable exceptious in 
this crew of recreants. Lord Grey's upright 
eonduct, too, broke the hollow beart of the 
Mashy sophist, Canning. 
That no stone should be left unturned to se- 


Mr. | 
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He must repeat, | 


account of what they got,) whilst other sects 
had to pay their ministers out of their own 
pockets, aud did do so, and well too. This 
was England; but what was it in lreland? 
Dr. Johnson called somebody a ** satisfac- 
tory coxcomb”—the Irish church had not 
the merit of being a satisfactory humbug ; 
it was a set of pensions under the impu- 
dent pretence of religion, where there plainly 
was none, Some divines divided religion in 
two parts, the visible and invisible church.— 
There was neither in Ireland: the churches 
had all tumbled down, aud the congregations 
turned Roman Catholics ! (Loud laughing and 
cheers). He next came to that pretty affair, 
the 400 millions of debt! Upon that head he 
would speak with sincerity and brave obloquy, 
which he knew he should get in some quar- 
ters. He begged them, if they disapproved of 
his arguments to put him down, for in this 
question there was no medium, and they 
must either be very right or egregiously 
wroug, Who borrowed this money? (A 
voice, ** 1 got none of it.”") He dared say 
his friend told the truth, for the English boe 
roughmongers borrowed it '—(Loud laughing) 
—and for what? To put down reform at 
home and freedom abrcad, to perpetuate their 
own profitable abuses. Had they any right to 
saddle us and our children with this debt? 


cure the bill. Did they not know that many | He denied it flatiy and in tot. He abjured 


even of those who voted for it, tried, at the 
Same moment, to destroy its credit in the eyes 
of the people. Lord Wharncliffe said it would 

» them no good! Wellington out-heroded 


m, aud said it would do us even pecuniary and spend the money. 


the whole loan system—a nation had de facto 
only a life interest in the soil and property, 
they could not alienate nor will it away! 
They could vot sell the country in the lump 
Now a man with a 


3 
: 
~ Rarm—that after we got it, we should be so life interest only cannot mortgage nor burthen 


Upruly that we should have tu pay a thuader- | the heir ;—this is the law of vature and civili- 


ing army to keep ourselves in order, and have | zation also. 
4) @urselves to pay taxes! Such bad boys should they mortgage the blood and bones, the minds 


But ifthis was as he said, could 


) We be, that our pocket money would all goin and bodies of their descendants? Monstrous 
buying birch rods for our own backs.—/| idea; and yet this has been attempted by 
a e,) This stuff would hardly do, even them, for before a shilling of profit or main- 

m the prince of Waterloo. No, no! gen- | tenance could be ohtained by farmer, mer- 


men; no, no! 
err our ** house of delegates,”’ (*‘ he 
fhanked the Duke for teaching him that 
allay we shall soon manage our ‘* dele- 
tion” so as to dv good to ourselves. At 
bother time he would say more upon this im- 
riant topic. What were, now, the great 
ils of the country?—Ist. The sinecure 
es and pensions; 2nd. The overgrowu 
Burch and its tithes, and 3rd. The astound- 
debt—three Medusas heads, full of snakes! 
would begin with the sivecures—they 
e out of the pockets of the people, would 
y do so under a parliament ‘* delegated” 
the people? Not they—no more of clerks 
green wax aud pells and tallies devouring 
busands of pounds for nothing! Would 
- no sees ey Let us stick to the 
e system, — we shall prosper.— 
neers.) He mext came to the church— 
at was it? A sect calling itself “* na- 
~. a eee cored Sie 8) ae ne in teu. 
a eight millions a year, 
said by guess, for they would give no 
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Let us get our reformed | chant, or manufacturer, he must first work 


out his share of the taxes to pay the interest 


vof the “debt,”’ as itis called: this could not 


’ 
; 





continue. He was for no unmerciful dispen- 
sation to the fundholders; they were iuno- 
cent, and ought to be paid as far as all dispo- 
sable public property could pay them: for the 
rest some sort of compromise must be made, 
—and by a reformed parliament, in time, it 
would be made ;—the thing was inevitable, 
and time would prove itso. He thought he 
had now convinced them they would get some 
good out of a reformed parliament (Vebement 
cheering) —it was a plain conclusion, then, do 
all you can for “the bill”” Mr. D. then 
moved the first resolution, which was carried 
unanimously, with cheering and clappivg of 
hands. 

Mr, Wittiam Anprew Mitcuect followed, 
and said :—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen,—~ 
ln s the motion of Mr. y,1 


shall only trouble you with a very few desul- 
remarks. 


tory Gentlemen, | am to 
you so numerously assembled sore Mate noe 
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ing, not because I have any fear that the bill 
will not be passed, not because | am under 
the slightest apprehension that the corrupt 
portion of the British avistocracy will again 
attempt to raise their heads, but because | 
think it necessary, aud I am sure you will 
agree with me, that the people of England 
should make another stroug aod vigorous de- 
monstration of their energy and their firm- 
ness, that they uay thereby convince bis Ma- 
jesty aud the House of Peers that they are as 
auxious as ever, that they are as sincere ln 
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‘the corruption which time had thrown over 
it, thev are, as it were, to cut their own throats 
, to destroy the very edifice which they had im- 
/mortalized themselves in endeavouring to re. 
store. (Loud applause.) But, gentlemen, his. 

| tury gives us instances of sound representa. 
tion without any such effects. The Swedes 
have their Storthings, in which they are fairly 
represeuted ; there are no rotten boroughs 
amongst them (laughter), and yet we never 
heard of their attempting to abolish the King 
Then, again if we look 





| of their constitution. 


their desire as ever, for this great measure of | at the United States, the people in that coun- 


reform. (Great applause.! Gentlemen, as to 
the boroughmongers, I look upon them as 
already dead, and it ouly remains with you to 
give them a decent intermeut (applause aud 
Jaughter); and then in the name of every 
thing base, corrupt, aud abominable, let them 
be specdily and properly forgotten. To use a 
vulgar simile, the nail has been already driven 
To the head, it 1s only necessary with you to 
clinch it, and the business is complete. (Ap- 
plause It would be idle in me to océupy 
your attention at any length with observations 
ou the absurdities aud imbecilities ofthe auti- 
reform peers ; but there area few points which 
strike ine at this moment, a remark or two ou 
which, if they do uot edify, will certainly 
amuse. (Applause.) TheEarl of Eldou made use 
of an argument, about which he quibbled aud 
quirked so long that oue would alimostimagine 
there was some seuse in it loud laughter 3 
but which, when its real meauing was disco- 
vered, came to nothing more vor less than 
this, that all former motions on reform —that 
all former reform bils which had ever been 
introduced inte the House of Lords or House 
of Commons, bad heen thrown out, and that, 
therefore, the present bil ought to be thrown 


out alsu. (Laughter.) How the antiquated 


, . ‘ . . . } 
lawyer's foudness for precedent bezuiled him 


jute an absurdity which would draw him to the 
conclusion that there ought to be no improve- 
ment in any part of the globe to the present 
hour. The same argument would show, that 
the Court of Chancery ought to have been uow 
what.at was in its first imperfect ruadiments— 
the same argumevt would show that the 
Houses of Lords and Commons should be as 
they were at the beginning—the same argu- 
ment would show that we ought never to have 
passed the heptarchy, if, indeed, it allowed us 
the heptarcby at all, and that we never ought 
to have been under one sole aud united 
monarchy,—the same argument would prove 
that we ourselves ought to have’ been 
at this moment naked savages, painted 
blue, and living in mud huts by the 
sea shore. (Applause and laughter.) Lord 
Lyndhurst says if their Lordships pass the 
bill—if they give the people a full aud perfect 
representation, they will abolish the other 
branches of the legislature. This is a very 
fine compliment to the people of England, to 
Say that assoou as they shall have acquired 
their renovated constitution—as soon as their 
Constitution shall have cast off the injuries and 


try have their House of Representatives, which 
is equivalent to our House of Commons, ani 
the Americaus have no rotten boroughs 
j}amongst them. ‘They have also their Senate, 
‘their upper house, which is their House of 
| Lords, aud they have their President who is, 
|} in truth, nothing but a cheap King who reigns 
| four years at a time; and yet who ever heard 
of any attemnt of the House of Representatives 
to abolish tueir King or their House of Peers? 
The Duke of Wellington ! gentlemen ; bis ar- 
guments that the property of the country did 
bot support the Reform Bill, have been well 
answered as you will have seen, already, by 
Lord Brougham, especially as relates to te 
pecuniary wealth and the landed property 
of the country; but there is another property 
which also warmly supports the bill—the pro- 
perty of the human hands (loud applause), 
that property without which all other property 
isas nothing, Without that property, what 
would be the value of all vour hoarded ingots 
and accumulated acres? That is the property 
which produces and tends so largely to acci- 
mulate capital; the property of labour, | do 
pot mean that of the poor alone, for the poor, 
the middle classes, and the rich, are a'l ia 
'some respects labourers. We are all more or 
less labourers, and labour must and will 
be represented by the bill. (Loud applause.) If 
then the landed property, the pecuniary 
wealth, and the property of labour support 
the bill, what body of men do not give it their 
support, by what portion of the people 1s! 
not almost unanimously supported ? (Ap 
plause.) Some hints have been given of ai 
address respecting the creation of peers. Now 
[ hold with my frieud Mr. Doubleday, that wé 
| must strain every nerve, that we must leave 
no stone unturned, that we must use every !e 
gal means in our power to convince his Ma 
jesty and the House of Peers that we are re 
solved to bave the bill in all its integrity, 
uuinjured and upimpaired. (Applause.) | have 
never doubted the passing of the bill, and 
there is one happy result which I anticipate 
from that event. I may be indulging i 4 
goiden dream, but we shall see, such is ™Y 
feeling and such is my hope, a greater assi- 
milation between the government and thé 
people. The governmentand the people will 
no longer be opponents but friends—no longer 
enemies but allies. Future reforms will b¢ 
gradual and safe, instead of tardy and dav- 
gerous; and we shall approach more 4! 
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more to the happy time which is foretold by 


into the pruuivg hook aud the sword iuto the 
ploughshare, wether shall there be war any 
more; When every man shall sit under his own 
vine and under his own fig-tree, none rising 
upto make him afraid.” (Great Applause.) 
Mr. Joun Fire then rose.—Mr. Chairman, 
Friends and Fellow-countrymen—I did not 


expect to have again taken any part in the 


proceedings of a meeting for the purpose of 


peutioning the Lords after the contumelious 
manner in which they treated the desires, the 
petitions, and the rights of the people, aud it 


would even now be more congenial tu my feel- 
ings, were we to address the throue and 
eutreat our constitutional King so to exercise 


. .- + ' 
his prerogative as to secure to his people the) 


fall benefit of the Reform Bill; bat I do think 
that we owe something to the last majority of 
their Lordships’ house for the second reading, 
as they have voted an advantage to the people 
against a direct interest of their order, in the 
couservation of abuses, by which afew of them 
absorb more of the publie mouey than the 
amount of the whole rent-roll of the whole of 
their estates. (Cheers.) It is agreed by writers 
on the constitution, that to create peers for the 
purpose of passiug avy measure 1s to estab- 
blish a dangerous precedeut ; but | do say that 


if the peuple are deprived of a tittle of any ove | 


of the demveratic provisions of the bill by Lord 


, Grey's conscientious scruples on this point, | 


they have a right to conclude that their 
boasted constitution is a greater obstacle to 
the beneficence of a good minister, than it 
is a check on the profligacy of a bad one. 
Where was the coustitution under the admi- 


istration of Pitt or of Castlereagh ? Where was | 


the constitution when Muir aud Palmer were 
banished aud destroyed for the crime of being 
reformers? Where was the constitutivn when 
we could not obtain investigation of the atro- 
cious transactions at Manchester! Where is 
the coustitution when peers and their tovls 
dare to set up claims adverse to the right of 
free election ? (Cheers.) We know weil that 
the decision of the House of Lords has delayed, 
if not altogether averted, calamities which it 
Is painful tou contemplate, and under this im- 


> pression I propose this secynd resolution.— 
*s (Mr. F. theu read the resolution.) As to the 


rounds upon which their Lordships could 
ave done otherwise, it is declared by Black- 


» Stone to be ** ahigh misdemeanour aud breach 
» of privilege for auy peer of the realm to inter- 


fere iu the elections of the Commons ;” 
aud I think that we committed a funda- 


'meutal error in ever acknowledging their 
Tight to direct us in the manuver of such elec- 
tious, The resolution mentions gratitude, but 
_ it may be well uot to inquire too curiously into 


~~ Mvtives; perhaps they remembered that about 


4 


~ two hundred years age the Commons declared 
~ the Upper House to be a nuisance. ( Laughter.) 


yme might have wished for some dreaded 


Srna Aprit, 1932. 


‘general insurrection, aud others with more 
Holy Writ, wheu ** the spear shall be turned reason may have feared a peaceable but reso 
lute evasion of the payment of taxes. (Cheers.) 
We have, | believe, a friend in the Cabinet, 
who will never Compromise oue iota of our 
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rights; in lis youth he was borne forward on 
the shoulders of the people triumphantly to 
assert the independence of the county of Dur- 
tham. (Cbeers.) in the very teeth of the most 
powerful uniow of priests aud Tories that ever 
couspired to thrust a pensioner into Parlia- 
hment. The wounds le has received from ec- 
clesiastical calumuy, like the scars of the ve- 
teran, find honour in the eyes of the people, 
aud the standard of his reputatiop, which he 
advances so boldly in their cause, remains in- 
‘vincible though rent, aud draws more affec- 
tion from their hearts than the most un- 
| Spotted lawn that ever clothed the arms of an 
hypocritical prelate. (Cheers.) If the prayers 
of millions may avail to restore the health 
and prolong the life of such an advocate of 
liberty, we shall yet see him foremost in the 
pranks of our champions. If I desired to raise 
the value of the Reform Bill in your estima- 
ition, | should merely point out the aversion 
jiu Which it is held by the corrupt portion of 





the aristocracy: these clauses which make it 
valuable to you, reuder it hateful to them ; 
| whatever it takes from them, it gives to you, 
(TL kuew not whether to occupy your time iu 
remarking on the conduct and pretences of its 
opponents. (Cries of **Go on, go on!”)— 
| Then first let me congratulate the anti-re- 
forming Bishops ou having such a colleague 
(as the Duke of Cumberland (laughter.); a 
leader whom you would have elected for them 
had you been asked to appoint, Perhaps those 
‘pious prelates think that under an amiable 
prince the rights of the people would be sale 
enoug® without any Parliament, But can 
ithey look into futurity ? Can they assure us 
that we shall always have so good a King as 
William the [Vth? Will they say what might 
be the condition of the people unprotected by 
a free Parliament, if after a lapse of ages the 
throne should be occupied by one very dif- 
ferent? Certain Lords have good reason to 
complain of the press, for the reporters have 
made Lord Elleuhorough seem ridiculous ; I 
could uot conceive where they got such stuff 
uutil my friend Mr. Doubleday pointed out 
some of it in Blackwood’s Magaziue; it ad- 
mires the present House of Commons for con- 
taining so many sous of peers, proving it, ac- 
/cording to the sarcasm of Bentham, almost 
as good as asecond House of Lords; it de- 
lights in the number of military officers in 
that House, making itequal to a court mar- 
tial, but it omits all mention of the original 
intention of the House of Commons, viz. to 
act as a protection to the people. (Laughter. ) 
It laments that tbe bill gives no elective frau- 
chise tu the labouring classes, and then asserts 
as its greatest evil, that it must soon lead to 
universal suffrage, annual parliaments, and 
vote by ballot. (Cheers.) The reporters 
ascribe most offensive lauguage to the Mar- 
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quis of Buckingham, for which the ten- 
pound householders may requite them—his 
objection to the bill, that the House of Com- 
mons may become vulgar; but let bim be con- 
soled with the assurance that if the least edu- 
cated people iustead of their representatives 
were there, no speech would ever be heard 
within the walls of the House, below the level 
of bis own. (Laughter.) If seven cities of an- 
cient Greece contended for the honour of hav- 
ing given birth to Homer, | think that seven 
Newcastle men out of eight would struggle 
hard to disclaim, on the part of their town, 
the honour of having produced a certain learn- 


| nine, which they last year rejected bya majo- 
rity of forty-one. One hundred and eighty- 


four peers have recorded their votes in favour 


‘of this great measure of popular liberty; 
jone hundred and seventy+ive have recorded 


ed lord: he eulogises things as they are, and | 
mentions the blessings we have; and if he| 


judges the situation of others by his own, he 


certainly has substantial reasous. (Laughter. ) | 


He cites the great writers who admire the con- 
stitution with all its abuses, but he omits to 
quote the most eloquent of those, Mr. Burke, 


who says, ** There is a time when the bLoary | 
of the people’s voice, assuredly they would 


head of inveterate abuse shall uo longer draw 
reverence, nor even obtaim protectiou.”— 
(Cheers.) There never was in this world a 
position at once more ludicrous aud degrading 
than that which is now the plan of the Tory 
faction; having plunged this country into un- 
just wars, and brought it to the verge of na- 
toual bankruptcy, they declared that nothing 
could be bewter, and that po reform should be 
grauted! Hurled from power, disowned by 
the more virtuous part of the aristocracy, 


‘their votes against it. The majority is 


small; still, small as it is, | hail it as an 
instance of the resistless force of public 
opinion. (Cheers.) Ob, Sir, it is difficult 
to resist the resolved unanimity of a nation. 
(Cheers.) The people have urged their de- 
mands firmly but respectfully ; iu a tone and 
with a look that could not be mistaken, aud 
would not be resisted. (Cheers.) The thun- 
der of the public voice has long been heard 
rolliug in the political firmament, whose as. 
pect has been black and louring. lam glad 
that that voice has been attended to. I am 
glad that the House of Lords have not been 
rash and daring enough to rouse the slumber- 
ing passions of a mighty people, for if they 
had been mad enough not to heed the thunder 





have perished in the iightuing of the people’s 
rage. (Loud cheering.) The hour, then, of 
our triumph approaches; of the triumph of 
wisdom over fully, of reason over obstinacy 
and error, of justice over injustice, of hu- 
manity over oppression, of freedom over ty- 
rauny, of the people over a boroughmongering 


oligarchy. (Cheers.) I rejoice at the prospect 


ejected from Parliament by the middle orders, | 


derided and scorned by the labouring classes 
of the people, they began to stammer out that 
a little bit of aretorm might do, (Laughter.) 
Thus ‘ meanly shuffling to sneak out of the 
scrape they had so pompously shuffled into.” 


Their day is past, but if, as a last efor, they } 
spoil the bill, let us reject it with disdain. | 


which England now has of being rescued from 
the thraldum of the basest domination to 
which proud men have ever submitted ; the 
domination of Jews, and jobbers, and money- 
lenders. | rejoice at the prospect which Eng- 
land has now of being delivered from the ty- 
ranny of an oligarchy the most insolent which 


the world ever beheld, and from the pressure 


} 


(Cheers.) No longer will | pay taxes in moe | 


nev. (Cheers.) Let them confiscate my land, 
(Cheers.) Let them seize my goods. (Cheers.) 
1 am prepared to endure the last extremitv— 
(cheers) — eternal banishment — (cheers) — 
death itself—(cheers)—rather than be the 
willing slave of a tyrannical, unprincipled, 


Tory administration. (Long-continued cheer- 


ing.) Mr. F. concluded by moving the se- 


of an oppresion the most huge under which a 
bation ever groaned. I rejoice at the pros- 
pect which England now has of emerging 
trom wretchedness to happiness, from impend- 


ing turbulence, insurrection and civil war, to 
| tranquillity, contentment and peace. (Cheers.) 


| Yes, Sir; at length, after a lung and dreary 


' 


night of expectation, the day-star of the Bri- 
| tish constitution is beginning to beam from on 
high, the waves are subsiding, the winds are 
hushed, and the clouds are vanishing fast. 


cond resolution, which was secouded by Mr. | Already the purple streak of dawn is apparent 
in the brignteuing east, andereloug,] trust, the 


Abbatt, and carried unanimously. 

Mr.Lankin then rose and said :—Mr. Chair- 
man and Geutlersen,—W hen, on the rejection 
of the reform bill by the House of Lords in 
October last, L bad the hovour of addressing 


an assemblage of one hundred thousaud of | readiog of the Reform Billl regard asa splea- 


iny fellow-countrymen on the Town Moor, | 


gave vent to th» se feelings which the conduct | 


of that House was naturally calculated to ex- 
cite in the bosom of a man who loves his 
country and hates oppression, in the language 
of indignation and of scoruful reproach, | 
have vow a more pleasing task to perform, to 
address in a tone of joyful expectation and in 
the language of congratulation and triumph. 
The House of Lords had passed the second 
reading of the Reform Bill by a majority of 


- * . 5S . 4 
full and perfect or of glorious liberty will rise 


res plendent on our eager and desiring eyes, 
aud diffuse universal light, harmony, and joy. 
(Loud cheering.) This majority on the second 


| did victory; a victory not of war, but 
peace ,; notof arms, but of eloquence; not 
brute furce, but of moral energy. 


demands rejected, our petitions sparued. 
resented that rejection, we were ip 
that denial; and the Lords were 
lesson, that the demands and petitions 
people of Evgland could not be 





| impunity. Did the people retire 


last we approached the House of Lords, 
we were rudely pushed from the doors, UF 
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House of Lords with dejected hearts and 
fallen countenances? No; the universal po- 
ulation of these realms spruug trom their 
<a upon their feet, abandoned the posture 
sof supplication, and assumed that of haughty 
edetermination and firm resolve. (Cheers.) Aud 
ewhat has been the consequence? The Lords, 
ithe proud peers of England, have quailed in 
| he presence of a resolved and united people : 
seven Wellington has been constrained to the 
sadtission that some reform is necessary, and 
the Duke of Buckingham, God save the 
wmark! (laughter)—is ready prepared with a 
vplan of reform. ‘The bishops, too, have 
i yn to feel something of that whole- 
some fear which is the beginning of wis- 
dom, and to tremble fortheir mitres. Such, 
Sir, is the mighty force and resistless 
evergy of public opinion. Concession has 
succeeded to rude insult, respect aud defe- 
‘rence to scorn aud repulsion. (Cheers.) To me 
ithe opposition which has been made to the 
Reform Bill iu the House of Lords seems to 
be most unprivcipled—mo-t audacious. Se- 
eure in their hereditary privileges, possessing 

=@ negative on the voice of the people, forming 
adistinct order in the state, endowed with 
sample possessions, and adorved with titles 
and distinctions, it does seem to me auda- 
cious that such mew should not ouly avow their 
wish, but maintain their coustitational right 
to keep the House of Commous in subser- 
Viency to the aristocracy. Neither the law, 
Mor the constitution recognises any such right 
(cheers) ; and the assertion of it evinces so 
utter a contempt for law, and so total a disre- 
gard of the principles of that constitution 
Which they affect so much to admire, as to | 
Bmaze me by its audacity. [tis a great con- 
cession to hereduary privilege, to a body of 
Mev who seem to regard their iuterests as 
guite distinct from those of the people, that 
fhe power of the House of Lords shuuld be 
co-ordinate with the power of the House of 
Commons; but that the House of Commons 
Should be subordinate to the House of Lords, 

- Sas a degradation tu which, I trust, the people 
_ sf this country have too much spirit ever again 
_ eto subinit, nor will they ever be content till 
e House of Commons becomes in very truth 
saud deed the mirror of public seutiment, and 
members the representatives of the people 
f England, and not the nominees and dele- 
fates of the aristocracy. (Cheers.) | have ww, 
r, to beg your iudulgeuce and that of this 
uditory while | make a few comments ou the 
eches of the Bishop of Exeterand the Dake 
Wellington, “And first let me pay my re- 
pects to that in lawn, the no- 
rious Phil In the debate he followed 
he Bishop of London, who has recommended 
imself to the esteein of | by his so- 
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it is very edifving to hear the mutual crimina- 
tions and recriminations ot these right reve- 
reud prelates. As to me, whoam well known 
to possess the most profound respect and re- 
verence for the bench of Bishops (loud laugh- 
ter), and who in my simplicity had always 
thenght that the suow-like purity and 
whiteness of their sleeves was but a feeble 
emblem of the sull greater purity of their cha- 
racter. (Laughter.) | was astonished at hear- 
ing it insinuated that any portion of that 
sacred beuch could be influenced by motives 
and passions so base, so sordid, so grovelling 
and earthly, as those of avarice and ambition. 
(Loud laughter.) Yet Dr. Philpotts says so, 
and be isan honourable man. (Great laughter 
and cheering.) They know one another's 
characters better than |] do; and the Bishop 
of Exeter can portray with a much more cor- 
rect and faithful pencil thau IL possess, the 
character of aspiritual peer. (Laughter.) But, 
sir, permit me to ask, if the character of those 
prelates who voted in favour of the Reform 
ill be, im the estimation of Dr. Philpotts, 
venal and corrupt, in what estimation does he 
think the people hold the character of those 
prelates who are the opponents of the bill, the 
advocates of injustice, the vindicators of the 
Shameful parts of the constitution, and the 
hold and frontless apologists of drunkenness, 
gluttunv, bribery, corruption, and perjury ? 
(Loud cheers.) Ob, sir, no doubt the man 
who charges the Bishop of London with the 
crimes of avarice aud ambition, is himself 
completely purified from the dross of all earthly 
aud selfish feeling—a sublimated essence of 
sauctity (laughter),—a very pattern of epis- 
copal purity and Christian meekness! (Great 
langhter.) Who, I ask, is this man that spurns 
gold as dross ?—whose character is the very 
reverse of that of Mammon, whose looks aud 
theughts the poet describes 
“ As always downwards bent, admiring more 


The riches of Heaven's pavement, trodden gold, 


Than aught divine or holy else to be enjoyed 


In vision beatific ?’’ 


—Whose looks commerce only with the skies ? 
Who, from the elevated region of sanctity in 
which he dwells, looks down with an eve of 
superiority and contempt on the spires of Win- 
chester cathedral, or the lofty towers of Daur- 
ham abbey? Who, I ask, is the man that 
reads lectures on avarice, and homilies on 
ambition to the Bishop of London? Why, 
sir, it is the disaffected, the defeated, the dis- 
comfited Rector of Stanhope. (Loud cheering.) 
Now, Sir, | would like to. know if this pure, 
meek, aud disinterested character had no 
vengeful recollection of the persons who 
wresied Stauhope from his grasp? Does he 
not recollect that it was Earl Grey and the 

e-ent. » who, in obedience to the 






ne ot suffer him to bold that rich ; 
‘in conjunction with the see of Exeter? 
2 ) dike» whether in revenge for 


just © he would not like to trip up 
f the Ministry tbat defrauded 
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keen appetite of its eager expectations ? Aye, 
sir, | fear it anv Lord ot Loudon has ambitious 
expectations, his L srdship of Exeter has venge- 
ful recollections. (Loud cheers.) I pass over 
his defence of rotten boroughs; I pass over 
the obscenity of his ailusiuus t» the shamelul 
but re cessary parts of the coustitution, inere’s 
remarking that these shameful parts are ofa 
most mordinate aud d sproportionate marul- 
tude, and make the constiution a sort of po- 
Jitical monster, whose glory is in its shame; 
and | proceed tu his representa‘ion of reform 
as daugerous to the existence of the establish- 
ment. This 1s a strange admission from a 
churchman—that the security of the church 
depends on the veuality and corruption of the 
House of Commons. (Hear, hear.) If this 


representation be true, then do | sav thata | 


church whose existence is incompatible with the 
jreed mm of the people upd the independeuce ot 
the Commons’ House of Parliameut, is a pub- 
jic and national evil, and should be abolish- 
ed, Loud cheers. Ile asserts that this 
grauting of reform would be an infraction 
of the coronation oath, masmuch as reform 
would weaken and ultimately destroy that 
establishment which the King had = sworn 
tu maintain. It so, then by a public, 
formal act, of the legislature, the King 
should be absolved from the observauce of an 
oath which prevents him from duing justice to 
his subjects. (Cheers If that establishment 
be, as the Bishop of Exeter deciares that it is, 
odious and oppressive to the people, wherefore 
lu the name of pustice should it be mentioned ? 
If that establichmeut be a public benefit, it 
cau be in no danger from reform. If it be a 
public evil, it is the height of oppression to 
maintain wt. (Loud cheers. The mainte- 
nance of any establishment, whether civil, re- 
Jivious, or military, iu opposition to the wishes 
aud the interests of the people, is tvranny, as 


they are tyrants of the most odious descrip- | 


tion who, in defiance of public opinion, sup- 
port them—thev are slaves who submit to 
them. (Loud cheers.) The public happmess, 


the public good, should be the great object of 


on" : : ° So 
all legislation, of all laws, of all constitutions, 


of all establishments; perish every law, perish 


‘ ! 
every Constitution, perish every establishment 
that is inconsistent with the happiness, with | 


the freedom of the peop.e. Vehemeut cheer- 
bug. Dr. Philpotis concluded his address 
with a solewn warving to the House to do its 
duty, to despise consequences, and trust to God. 


He invoked the God of justice to give perma- | 


Hency to injustice. He invoked the God of 
Freedom to make tyranny eternal and slavery 
aumortal, Blasphemy and bypocrisy were 


mingled in that peroration in which the | 
champion of oppression makes a solemn, | 


deliberate appeal to Heaven, as if God were 
the patron of the oppressor, apd not the 
Avenger of the oppressed. (Great cheering.) 
The man who uttered that blasphemous 


peroration conceals under the robes of a 
bishop the heart of 












({Cheers.) Mr, Larkin then proceeded to’ 
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comment on the Duke of Weilington’s speech, 
but our want of space compels us to abbrevigy 
his remarks. After contrasting his presey 
admission of the necessity of some fr. 
form, with bis former declaration that the 
)svstem of government in this country was 
suv perfect that neither the wit of man nor the 
intelligence of angels could improve it, ani 
| ridiculing his late discovery of some abuses iy 
la system the most perfect that Imagination 
'eould conceive ; he then noticed the ob. 
jections of his grace. The duke objects the 
the bill is subversive of the present system of 
representation. His grace ts neither a wity 
nura humvrous man, though this mu.t bx 
intended as an humble attempt at humour, 
Present svstem of representation! Why ou 
support of the bill is touuuded on this circum. 
stauce, that on the ruin and = destructiv 
of a non-representative system it erects a 
| system of popular representation. It trausier 
the elective franchise from decayed and 
| deserted boroughs to crowded and populous 
iplaces, from Gatton and Old Sarum to Maa- 
'chesterand Birmingham. He represents the 
ib lias a bill of disfranchisement. Certainly 
it disfranchises the corrupt and rotten borough, 
but it enfranchises the large town: it is there 
fore much more truly a bill of enfrauchise 
ment than oue of the opposite character. Pur 
what right has the distranchiser of the forty. 
shilling freeholder of Irelaud to object thats 
(18a bill of disfrauchisement ? (Cheers.)—He 
talks of innovation. Whatright pas the great 
innovator, the Duke of Wellington, the mau 
who exalted the Catholics from politcal de- 
gradation to civil equality with their Protes- 
taut fellow-subjects, to hold this language 
He refers to Charles, to roval grants, aud ty 
prescriptions, as if they were the most sacred 
things in all the world. But I tell this ac 
mirer of musty parchments and hoary-headed 
prescriptions, that there are rights which are 
anterior to all charters, aud cau pleada higher 
autiquity than the most ancient prescriptwn, 
which no charter, uo prescription cau impair 
or destroy, which have within them a principle 
of perpetual revitiscency, and wiil ultimately 
triumph over all attempts to crush and destroy 
ithem, and these rights this bill whieh abo- 
lishes obsolete charters, and destroys presct!p- 
tive abuses, to a great extent recognises. One 
of these rights is, the right of every people 
govern themselves, (Loud cheers.) Th 
is aright founded on no royal grant 
but had existence before kings were— 
this isa right founded on no charters, but had 
its foundation in the nature of man before 
written documents had existence. From 
_ charters and prescriptions then, we appeal 1 
the rights of man. (Cheering.) But it 4p 
pears that it is not the lust of duminion, t® 
uot the ambitious views of his grace 
prompt his opposition to the bill of reform, but 
actually his love of the people and his admira- 
tion of cheap governmeut! (Laughter) Mr. 
"Larkin here read « passage illustrative of bis 






grace’s views. Previous to commenting ° 
‘ 
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this passage, I ask whydid not the duke illus-! so easily quelled ? (Cheers.) Were the re- 
trate his views by a reference to the much’ volting citizens of Brussels so easily quelled ? 
more splendid example of a cheap government) (Cheers.) Besides, are armies always faith- 
which the United States present to the world) ful ? Will officers always do their duty against 
than tothe unsettled government of France,torn | their country? (Cheers.) But | willno longer 
as it is by injustice, faction, and discord, and | pursue this course of reflection. Easy as his 
with the evilofa disputed succession impending grace supposes it to be to crush an insurgent 
over it. | deny that the government of France | people—easy as he supposes it tou be to dra- 
is, as his grace asserts, a popular govern- | goon and bayonet them into submission, still 
ment. I deny it is based on the sovereignty | for the sake of the people, for the sake of their 
of the people. It is because the government | lordships, for the sake of tranquillity, for the 
of Fravce is not popular; it is because it is | sake of the great cause of liberty itself, which 
not based on the sovereignty of the people that! has often been lost amidst the tumult and car- 


yy the faltering courage of the peers, to screw 
their courage up to the rejecting peint, by ob- 


the insurrectionary spirit, that the spirit of m- 
subordination prevails. Louis-Philippe was 
seated on the throne of France by a fac- 
tion of moneyed men, who were more inter- 
ested in the stability of the funds than in the 
prioe ples of free government, and not by the 
voice and acclamation of the French people. 


He governs in accordance with the views of | 


that moneyed interest, and not according to the 
views and interest of the nation. Would Po- 
Jand, I ask, be at this moment enslaved, if 
Louis-Philippe were really King of the French? 
—Would that gallant people be at the mercy 
ofa despot, within the hug of the great Rus- 
Sian bear, if the sympathies of the French mo- 
barch were in accordance with those of his 
people ?—Poland, the land of the brave and 
the free, has been degraded, and France has 
been a silent, inactive spectator of that degra- 
dation, into a Russian province. Her herves, 
whose blood has not flowed on the scaffold or 
been spilt in the field, have been exiled into 
Siberia ; and Poland is anuexed for ever—hear 
this absolute decree—for ever annexed to the 
Russiau empire. The haughty despot of the 
Borth, Whose teuure of lite is so uncertain, 
thatit may be terminated by the bowstrivg 
Within a month, has put forth adecree, arrogat- 
ing the prerogative o| Omnipotence, limited not 
to days, to weeks, to months, to years, but ex- 
tenced to all eternity. He decrees an eternity 
ot bondage to the Poles. Polaud, then, bas 
perished, because France is not free ; aud her 
feverumentis not cheap, because Louis-Phi- 
lippe reigns, as all despots reign, by force, and 
hot by free election, The people are compelled 
to submit, and are plundered to furnish the 
means of their oppression and his domination. 


_ dhe duke calculated on insurrection as being 
a probable consequence of the rejection of the 


Reform Bil, aud eudeavoured tu re-animate 


erving that there could be uo violence where 
Shere was an efficient government. Ninety 

men, he observed, were sufficient to put a stop 
*0 the disasters that oceurred at Bristol, as 
200 as an officer was found to do his duty. 
ye, Sir, the sabre, the bayonet, the cavnon, 
this nan's recipe for government. He knows 
thing of the moral strength and force 
hich justice and beneficence place in the 
uds of rulers. But is it so easy to quell an 
surgent peuple as his military dukeship sup- 
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nage, the ferocious passions and unlicensed 


| frensy of civil war, lL rejoice that their lord- 


ships have not goaded the people into violent 
courses, nor exasperated the resentment of 
the populace into furv and desperation, by a 
second rejection of the Reform Bill. In the 
meantime, it behoves the people to be vigi- 
lant, and to guard from impairment and mu- 
tilation this great charter of their liberties. 
(Loud cheers.) Mr. lL. concluded by moving 
the third resolution, which was seconded by 
Mr. WaLsu. 

Mr. J. Watson moved that a_ petition, 
founded on the resolutions, be signed by the 
chairman on behal‘ of the meeting, and trans- 
mitted to Lord Durham for presentation. 

The petition was then read by the chair- 
man, and its adoption moved by Mr. LainG 
aud seconded by Mr. Dopp. 

Previous to putting the resolutions and peti- 
tion, the Chairmau inquired if there were any 
other resolutions, when a person in the crowd 
proposed two, which he afterwards withdrew, 
and the original resolutions and petition were 
adopted, 

Mr. DoubLepay said, he ought to feel both 
shame and contrition for trespassing again, at 
so late an hour, upon their patience. (Cries of 
No, no, goon, goon.) He felt it, however, 
a matter of duty, and duty was imperative. 
They had done well to pass the petition of to- 
night, but be meant to move an address to 
Lord Grey urging him to create peers and 
secure the integrity of the bill. (Vehement 
applause.) He was glad they coincided with 
him in opinion. Rumours and whispers were 
abruvad that Lord Grey was disinclined to do 
this : if it were su, he wondered why, for how 
could 30 or 40 more peers ivjure the ‘* order.”’ 
—What idea were they taught to have of a 
peer? Why, that he was descended from a 
line of great and noble persons, aud had the 
reputation of his house to support—he was 
called on to be brave in soul, generous in dis- 
position, patriotic in intention, to lead the 
people agaivst foreign foes, to stand between 
them and domestic oppression ;—now if 40 
meu with such qualifcations were added, 
where was the injury? It was adding orna- 
ment ¢o ornament, honour to honour, nobility 
to nubility. Was he to be tuld that an over- 
issue would depreciate the lordly currency— 
that they were on/y valuablewhen rare; the libel 
was wot his, but this was putting them on the 
shelf with other rare specimens of natural his- 
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tory, with ouran-outangs, and-kangaroo rats. 


Mr. D. then moved the address, which was | 


secouded by Mr. Wratuenson, and adopted. 

The thanks of the meeting were giveu to 
the Chairman ; the band played “ Rule, Bri- 
tannia,” and ** God save the King,” and after 
some Cheering the meeting dispersed. 


LEEDS MEETING. 


CREATION OF PEERS.—MEETING OF | 


THE BOROUGH OF LEEDs. 


The second reading of the Reform Bill, 
carried as it was by a majority of nine in the 


House of Lords, bas produced great jev in this | 


and the other towns of Yorkshire. But the 
reformers cannot be inseusible to the danger 
which awaits this measure in its details, 


though its principle has now been admitted by | 


all the three branches of the legislature,— 
King, Lords, and Commons. The people of 
Leeds, with that devotion to the cause of 
reform, and that anxiety for the great object 
of their solicitude, which have characterized 
their proceedings in every stage of the Reform 
Bill, determined to bold a meeting without 
delay for the purpose of addressing the King, 
praying his Majestv, by the exercise of his 
royal prerogative, to Cousummate this great 
renovation of the institution of Parliament, 
Accordingly, on Mouday morning a requisi- 
tiou to the mavoer was drawn up requesting 
his worship to call a meeting, expressed in the 
following terms :— 

** To the Worshipful the Mayor of Leeds. 

“We, the undersigned, respectiully request 
your worship to call a public meetmg of the 
inhabitants of the borough of Leeds, on 
Thursday next, the 19th instant, to consider 
the propriety of presenting an address to his 


Majesty, earnestly eutreating him to exercise | 


his constitutional prerogative in a creation of 
peers, which shall prevent a collision betwixt 
the two Houses of Parliament, and ensure the 
passing of the Reform Bill in all its eflici- 
ency.” 

In the course of a few hours about 120 
names of respectable inhabitauts were affixed 


to this document, and a deputation, consisting | 


of George Wailes, Esq., John Clapham, Esq., 
and Edward Baines, Esq., was appointed to 
wait upon his worship with the requisition 
that evening at six o'clock. Unfortunately, 
the mayor's professional engagements at a 
distance prevented him from receiving the 


application till Wednesday morniaz, when he | 


requested some hours to consider the matter 
belore he returned an answer. At one o'clock 
the answer arrived, and cummunicated a 
refusal to call the meeting, on the ground that, 


according to his worship’s view, the measure | 


coutemplated would be destructive of the 
independence of Parliament, and subversive of 
the undoubted right of each bravch of the 
legislature to deal with every question accord- 
ing to its own judgment, free from control by 


~. 
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either or both of the other branches of it. 
Notwithstanding this refusal, the requisitors 
| persevered iu their intention to bold the meet- 
jing on Thursday, and at 12 o’clock on that 
ied though the notices were not issued till 
vear the evening of Wednesday, the meeting 
assembled in the Court-house, when Jony 
i MARSHALL, jun., Esq., was, by a unanimous 
vote, called tu the chair. 

The Cnairnman opened the meeting by 
jreadipg the requisition and the mayor's 
‘auswer, The letter was as follows :— 

** Gentlemen,—I regret that the avowed 
| object of your proposed meeting is such as to 
preclude me from complying with the requisi- 
tion you have doue me the honour to present. 
** Claiming for m. self the same freedom of 
judgment as I most willingly accord to others, 
I cannot consent to use the authority of my 
office for the furtherauce of a proceeding de- 
structive, as it appears to me, of the independ- 
(ence of Parliament, aud subversive of the un- 
dvubted right of each branch of the legislature 
,to deal with every question according to its 
own judgment, free from control by both or 
, either of the other branches of it. 
|} **7 have the less hesitation in withholding 
imy official sanction ou this occasion, from a 
feeling that the waut of it will be no impedi- 
ment to your proceeding in such a way as you 
/may think right, 
‘Tl am, geutlemen, 
Your obedieut, humble servant, 


** Leeds, April is. WM. HEY, Mayor. i 
| “To Messrs. Wailes, Clapham, aud Baines.” 


| As soon as these documents were read, a 
‘loud ery was raised of *f Adjourn, adjourn; 
the people cannot get in.” The weather was 
at this time very unseasonable for au out-door 
meeting, aud a kind of close packing, which 
admitted a number of those who had been 
excluded, restored some degree of tranquillity. 
The CratkMan then said—* Weare once more >. 
met together to render whatever assistance It 
uiore may be in our powerto give in furtherance 
of the great measure of reform. I hope it may 
' 


‘ 
' 





be the last time, and that on the next occasion 
we may have to celebrate its suceess. (Ap- 
| plause.’ 
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It may appear to require some ¢X- 
planation why we are again so hastily 
called together, after the bill has just passed 4 
second reading in the House of Lords. But | 
(think it must be cvideut to all, thatthoug? - 
mauy peers have voted for the second reading, 
itis with the intention of making important 
alterations in its provisions im committee; 
such alterations, it isto be feared, as will bead 
to a collision between the two Houses of F 
_liament. (Hear, hear.) If such 
were made, the cousequences would 
injurious to the country, in either 
ther the Commons accepted or) 
altered bill. If it were accepted by 
mous, we should not arrive at @ 
setilemeut of the question, and é; “if 
a cuntiuual excitement and agivation of it. 4 
the Commons should refuse the billso alter? 
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as I have supposed, we should have a still| 1 cannot but entertain the o inion tat all the 
greater degree of excitement, accompanied | circumstances will be made out and completed 
with so much public anxiety as would be most that are required to authorise the Crown tu 
injurious wheu added to that we have already , make au addition to the peerage. The ques- 
suttered from : we should have an intense ani- | tion ought and must be speedily settled. I¢ 
mosity against the House of Peers, and an} is in these large manufacturing towns that we 
alienation of that respect and regard which | feel more than in other parts of the country 
ought to attach to that branch of the legisla- | the bad effects of the public anxiety on this 
lure. (Hear, hear.) Even if this course were great measure, by the loss or dimimution of 
taken, it would soon become more than ever our usual trade. It is the more necessary for 
manifest tbat the bill, in all its efficieucy, us to urge that all those constitutional steps 
must again be offered to Parliament, and |should be taken by the King and by bis udmi- 
must eventually be passed by the Peers. But ‘nistration which are necessary to bring this 
it would come with a worse grace, and with a, measure to a speedy and satisfactory termina- 
greater loss of respect and influence by that tion, (Applanse.) 
body. Itremains with the Crown to prevent) Grorar Waixes, Esq., said, before he made 
both the House of Peers and the country from | any observations to the meeting, he would read 
being placed in such a dangerous position, by |the resolution which he was about to submit 
a creation of new peers. We must a'l fear to the cousideration of the meeting, aud which 
that creation of peers ; for the purpose of car- | was expressed in the following terms : — 
Fyivg a particular measure, is au exercise Of} ** Resolved—!. That though this meeting 
ve royal prerogative that should uot be rashly | views with satisfaction the recognition by the 
used. It requires peculiar circumstances to} House of Lords of the great principles on 
Warrant it, which should be clearly and dis- | which the bill of reform is grounded, it cannot 
tinctly made out. (Hear, hear.) 1 do main-| avoid feeling the deepest auxiety at the smail 
tain that those circumstauces are, in the pre- majority by which it has passed the second 
sent instance, fully made out to tie satisfac- | reading, combined with the declared inteution 
tion of the most doubting. (Applause.) The | of attempting most important alterations in its 
Measure iv question bas been three times be- | provisions, ‘That it is therefore expedient to 
fore the House of Commous ; the two last present au address to the Kiug, praying his 
times before a House called expressly after an | Majesty, by the coustitutional exercise of the 
appeal to the people for their opinion on it. royal prerogative in the creation of peers, 
The measure has been long befure the public, | to secure the passing of the Reform Bill in all 
and still the same general aud favourable | its efficiency, aud thereby to prevent a ce/lision 
Opinion is entertained of it. It isa measure of | between the two houses of Parliament.” 





the most vital importance to the vation, and 
has received the most careful consideration 
and examination. [ts mutilation by the 
Peers, sv as to cause its rejection by the Com- 
Mons, would produce a state of things ex- 
tremely dangerous to the country. The 
Crown acquiesces in the propriety of the mea- 
Sure. Any material alteration of the bill in 
the House of Peers would, iv my opinion, 
after all these circumstances not only warraut, 
but would loudly and most torcibly call upon 
the Crown to exercise that prerogative with 
Which it has so wisely been invested. (Ap- 
Plause.) There are some, however, and 
among the rest our worthy Mayor, who enter- 
| Sain different opinious ; and it is therefore the 
More necessary that the question siould be 
Giscussed now, when the.emergeucy, if vot 
tually arrived, is sonear at hand. (Hear, 
lear.) It should not be forgetien either, that 
e alteration which i~ most certain to be pro- 
in the coma tee of the Peers, is 
of raising the \0l. franchise still higher 


a? 














ined opponents of the bill stated in the 


of Lords, bis opmiou that the 10/. f 
would, in the 










“suffrage. 
this is from 


‘ 


The learned gentleman then proceeded to 
/commenut at cousiderabie length on the argu- 
'mentative refusal of the mayor to call the 
‘meeting, aud to show that the reasous he had 
|assigued why the King should not create addi- 
tioval peers were futile and incouclusive ; and 
‘he endeavoured tosbow, trom the premises ad- 
| mitted by the mayor, that it would be an exer- 
cise of the royal prerogative, not only highly 
‘expedient but absolutely necessary, to preserve 
ithe real independence of Parliament, and to 
| give to each branch of the legislature a right 
‘tu deal with every question according to its 
own judgment. 

{ihe learned gentleman was here inter- 
rupted by loud and repeated cries of ** Ad- 
\jouru; there are great numbers of persons who 
cannot getin.”] Alter some delay the meet- 
ing adjourned into the spacious area of the 
cloth-hall, When the bustie produced by this 
movement had subsided, 

Mr. WaiLes resumed his observations, and, 
in illustration of bis argument, be put the fol- 








large towns us this. One of the must| lowing case :—Suppose the House of Com- 


‘mous, in whom originate all bills of supply, 
should pass a bill to impose a tax, and that 








a a Ceoesth host it came w the House of Lords they 


‘insert a clause exempting their own 
ell, the bill’ so 
to the Commons, who re- 

alteration. Let us also 
are 
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the concurrence of the Crown. 
let us further suppose, persist in their own 
measures: bow would not the King, iu such a 
juacture as this, be justificd in making such 
an augmentation to the Hlouse of Peers as 
should carry into effect the wishes of the peo- 
ple? But the present case was much more 
favourable to his argument, because the Re- 


Leeps MEErrinG. 


Both houses, | 


form Bill had been the subject of discussion | 
/Leeds; for, though he had declined to cal] 
the meeting, be bad favoured them with the 


for fifty years; twice it had passed the Honse 
of Commons, aud the principle of the bill had 
at leneth received tie sanction of the House 
of Lords. It could not, therefore, be con- 
sidered as a sudden ill-considered movement, 
but the deliberate opinion of toe great body of 
the nation, expressed in the most svoleinu and 
manner by a House of Commons 
elected with a particular reference to the very 
question, and siuce then by every other mode 
in which the opinion of the people cau be as- 
certaiued. ‘This measure alsu the ap- 
proval of the King. If under these cireum- 
stances the House of Lords couid be permit- 
ted to defeat the wishes of the House of Com- 
mous, the people, and the King, we should no 
longer live under a limited mouarcliv, cousist- 
jug of King, Lords, and Commons, but of an 
a majority of thie 


autuenutic 


has 


oligarchy, consisting of 
House of Peers. 
sucha collision, has given the Kiug the power 
to add to the number of the peers. The crisis 
foreseen has arrived; and if everthere existed 
a great emergency which called for the exer- 
cise of the royal prerogative, it 35 on the 
present oceasion ; and he was convinced that 
an iofusiou of new and better blood inte that | 
ancieut house was a consummation most de- 
voutly to be wished. He had said, ou a former 
occasion, that the House of Lords could not 
constitutionally reject that bill; that was stiil 
his opinion, though he did not mean to repeat 
the expression which had given rise to some 
controversy, and the assertion was treated as if 
he had said that the House of Lords had 
not the power of giving it a uezative,—that 
they could not say no. I did not mean to say 
anything so foolish: what | said was this, | 
that it was necessary and expedient, and that 
they ought to have said ** av.” The learned 
gentleman, after putting this argumeut ina 
striking point of view, by supposing the abu- 
lition of colonial slavery to be the subject- 
matter in dispute between the two houses, or 
rather between the whole country, including 
the Ring and the House of Peers, paid a just | 
tribute to the manly consistency of Lord Grey, 
who, from his first introduction into the 
House of Commons, to the present hour, had 
always been the steady advocate of parlia- 
mentary reform. After reading au extract 
from the Edinburgh Review, in auswer to the 
question, ** What will the Lords do? ”’ which, 
after describing the state juto which the coun- 
try would be thrown by the two Houses dif- 
fering upon the Reform Bill, says, that the 
increase of peers is the remedy which the 
constitution has provided for this state of | 
things, aud which is a necessary check, to 
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prevent the Government degenerating into ap 
oligarchy, aud making some observations oy 
a recent speech of the Duke of Wellington, 
the learned gentleman coucluded with pro. 
posing the resolution which he had read at 
the commencement of his speech, 

Mr. RicHar son, in secondivg the first re- 
solution, said, that the meetingwas under great 
obligations to the worthy chief magistrate of 


inost powerful argument lo favour of the vb- 
ject they had in view, viz. the support of 


‘the independence of Parliament,” which 


would be impaired if the House of Loris 
should succeed in throwing out or in maining 
the Reform bill, the main object of which 


| Was to resture the independeuce of the House 


otf Commons. 


In conclusion, he exherted the 
people not to allow auy adverse decision on 


the Reform Bill to induce them to commit any 


| 


breach of the peace; but by firm, peaceful, 


/energetic, and constitutional efforts, coutinue 


tu further that great cause, being assured that 


a measure patronized by the King, the Minis- 
ters, the House of Commons, aud the people, 


The constitution, to remedy | 


| Well as a mouarchical principle; and 


can never be defeated by a faction in the 
House of Peers. 

The Chairman then put the motion, when 
immediately a forest of hauds were held up iu 
its favour: on putting the negative, there ap- 
peared three disseutieuts, by which a pretty 
fair calculation may be made between the re- 
formers and the anti-reiormers in the borough 
of Leeds, 

Mr. Baines presented himself, and was re- 
ceived with loud plaudits. Me said, our next 
proceeding will be to determine upon ap address 
to be presented to Lis Majesty, tu express the 
opinions that we entertain upun this subject. 
it atfurds me great pleasure to see here so 
many of the faces which I have been accts- 
tumed to see upon former occasions, when we 
have met for the purpose of soliciting for re- 
form. (Hear.) Gentlemen, we shall assuredly 
accomplish our object. It may be attended 
with sume difficulty iu the attainment, but we 
shall not value it the less because of that dilli- 
culty. (No, no.) Jt bas long beeu a matier 


of consideration with us ; we have pressed it 


forward by every means iu our power 5 and if 
the people of Eugland continue to urge their 
suit, the bill wili uudoubtedly be carried with- 
out beiug materially altered. The Duke of 


| Wellington and his compeers have, as you 
have already heard, put turth an address 10 


the form of a protest; and in that protest he 


advauces several propositions which | have 2° 


hes.tation iu declaring unfounded, aud directly 
contrary to the truth. (Hear, hear.) 1 do not 
mean to say that the Duke has deliberately 


uttered a falsehood, but I do say, that be 


those who have acted with him, are @ 
uuacquainted with the state of the country 4 


tu this great question, ‘The Duke has said the 


British Goverument is a monarchy. I do 0° 
deny it, but I say it has popular -“ 
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Reeds no fewer than 120,000 souls. 


rt 
‘fe 


Bent constituted, give votes? 


jt is more than amonarchy. Itis a government 
consisting of three estates; and the estates of 
which this Government is constituted are, 
Kivg, Lords, and Commons. (Hear, hear.) 
But it is unfortunately constituted of more 
than three, and the fourth estate is an usurp- 
ation—au oligaschy, that rules over and con- 
trols both King, Lords, and Commons. (Hear.) 
It is to put an end to this oligarchy that we 
are labouring, and therefore, when the Duke 


of Wellington asserts that the kingly power is | 


every thing, be asserts that which is not true 
in fact, and which I hope never will be true in 
this country. (Cheering.) Buthe goes on and 
gays ‘‘thatno change, however specious, should 


be adopted, which would strike at the prin- | 


ciple of the monarchy, or deprive the King of 
the free and independent exercise of his 
lawful prerogative.” Nothing is more dis- | 
fant from us than to assajl the monarchy. 
The duke says, we are not to assail the! 
King’s prerogative; certainly uot, we are 
Met to support it,—that is the principal | 
Object we have in view. (Hear, hear.) 
Well, then, if that be our purpose, | 
Suppose the duke will hardly think we are, 
acting in violation of the great principle that 
he has laid down; on the coutrary, he will 
think that we are acting in support of that 

inciple ; because, how is this prerogative to 
be more fitly employed thau when it 1s for the 
benefit of the people for which the prerogative 
Was conferred? (Hear.) 


StH Apri, 1832. 


‘or displease anybody. 


_ to pass the House of Lords : 
The duke then goes | 
on and says, ** that the Reform Bill will give | 
@ preponderating influence in the election of | efficiency. 
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and of falsehood. (It is.) Then there is 
anether consideration, and itis of consider- 
able importance, and that is, what the conse- 
/quence will be if Parliament should advance 
the qualification of the elective franchise from 
| 10d. fo 151?) Why, instead of the numbers 
that at present constitute the electors, they 
| will very likely be reduced to 3,000 in Leeds, 
/ and in the same proportion in other places ; 
and is i a fitting thing that you should have 
3,000 people to elect 5 rs tu represent 
(120,000?) (No, no.) M. opinion is that the 
franchise ought not to have been at 10/. but at 
7/4. (Cries of * 52.,” and ** Householders.”) I 
hear a cry of * householders,” and I don’t 
mean to enter upon that point now, but] do 
mean to say, that if the franchise is to be al- 
tered at all, it ought to be made lower and not 
higher, (Hear, hear.) That is my decided 
opinion upon this subject, and Iam sure you 
will give me credit that | don’t say it tu please 
It is my practice to 
speak what I consider to be the truth, and 
every honest man ought to pursue that line of 
conduct. (Hear, hear.) But there is a situa- 
tion in which two branches of the legislature 


are likely to be brought, and that it is a very 
curious one. 


It has been glanced at by Mr. 
Wailes in his elaborate speech, and with great 
spirit. We will suppose the bill having now 
passed the House of Commons, it comes next 
they have read it 
twice, and many of them have said in pretty 
intelligible terms that they will reduce it in its 
Suppose then, that when this bill 


the House of Commons to the lowest classes | comes to be passed they say the qualification 


of inhabitants in towns, and close the door of 


for the elective franchise shall be 151. instead of 


the House of Commons against the moneved | 10/., and that 30 boroughs instead of 60 shail 


@nd the colonial interest, aud against the heads | 
Is this true ? | other mauceuvre to destroy its efficacy, how 


of the great commercial body.” 
(No, no.) 1s it true that this Reform Bill 
will give to the lower classes au undue in- | 
fluence ? (No, no.) 


be disfranchised, or that they resort to any 


would the maiter between them stand? The 
Commons have passed one bill and the Lords 


My opinion is, that it} another, and they each of them are deter~ 


Will not give them sufficient influence. (Hear, | mined to support their own bill. A conference 


hear.) It deprives a great many men, who are | is then proposed. 


€@xceedingly fit to exercise the elective fran- 


At that conference they 
both remain inflexible, and in this way a col- 


@hise, of that influence which they ought to| lision arises. Thé consequence is, that the 


possess. (Hear, hear.) 
Prove this to you; and I will prove it, not by 
pr toa great distance, butat home. (Hear, 

r.) We happen to have in the borough of 
To how 
ny of these persons will this bill, as at pre- 
Will it give 
es to half that number? (No.) Will it 
Five votes to one-third of that number ? No; 
At of 120,000 souls it will. uly give votes tu 
t from 5,000 to 6,000. How, then, is it 
sible that the Duke of Wellingtou could 
nd up and assert that the consequences of 
bill will be to give andue influence to the 


ge iw its grants as Ministers can carry, 
il is the lower class only that it deprives of 
ve. (Hear, hear.) Very well, then, 
‘that the persons who have made 


| the arbitrator. 


er classes of the people ?. The bill itself is’ Refo 


Gentlemen, | will wheels of Government would be suspended, 


‘To remedy this evil the King is applied to as 
He cannot by his own voice 
settle the point at issue, but there is a mode 
prescribed by the constitution, and thatis, the 
| power vested in him of creating peers ; by the 
exercise of which power on behalf of men of 

right principles the collision is terminated, 
and the two conflicting branches of the legis- 
lature will be reconciled. (Applause.) ‘The 
object of the address which I shall have the 
‘honour to submit for your approbation is at 
once to produce this happy reconciliation, and 
to secure to the country the advantages of the 
Bill in all its efficiency. (Hear.) 
This & our prayer to the King; and this 
prayer we, have no doubt-his Majesty will, at 
the time, of which he and his Ministers 
must be the best judges, grant to a loyal aud 


assertion have made it, not in thé datiful people. Mr. Baines. concluded amidst 
of: truth, but in the spirit of error 


loud applause and clapping of hands, 


: 
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Mr. Bainesthen read the following address, 
aud moved that it should be forwarded to 
Earl Grey for presentation to his Majesty :— 


** To the King’s most Evcellent Majesty. 

‘The bumble Address of the inhabitants of 
the borough of Leeds, in the county of 
York, in public meeting assembled, ou the 
1th of April, 1632. 


‘Sire, —You are our sheet-anchor—our 
refuge in the storm. The last necessity ap- 
pears to be at hand. Resistance to reform 
aud the consequent delay have unhappily pro- 
duced deep injury to the most important 
pational interests ; our Commerce and manu- 
faciures are already in an alarming state of 
stagnation; and the mutilation of the bill 
would issue in great public dissatisfaction, 
indignation, and perhaps tumult. Your 
Majesty fears nothing, and has nothing to 
fear. You wisely identify yourself with the 
interests of your people. We know and vene- 
rate your Majesty’s paternal solicitude for the 
peace and happiness of yeur subjects. Some 
of the Lords in Parliament kuow but little of 
the people ; they imperfectly appreciate their 
sentiments and their rights, and appear to 
misconstrue the use and constitution of their 
own house. 
would not be impared, either by addition to 
its numbers, or by alteration of its political 
sentiment, which indeed has become neces- 
sary to the pure administration of public 
affairs. 

** We, therefore, most humbly implore that 
your Majesty in this emergency, will, at the 
proper moment, by a fearless and liberal 
exercise of your royal prerogative (in the 
creation of peers), at once protect us from 
an oligarchy, and with the aid of your present 


Ministers, who alone possess the confidence of | 


the public, secure the safety of the bill, aud 
the conservation of the constitution.” 

Mr. Josnua Bower, the President of the 
Leeds Political Union, said—I staud forward 
to secoud the address which has been moved 
by Mr. Baines for the adoption of this meet- 
ing. There has been so much said already 
on the subject on this occasion, aud also at 
former meetings, that nothing new can be 


Leepvs Merrtinec. 


Respect for the House of Peers | 
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| may be made to raise the franchise above th, 
| 101. householders, and it is our duty to do all 
| we can to prevent this. 1, for one, think that 

the franchise is now low enough; but | was 

willing to take what I could get. After aq. 
| verting to the shortuess of the notice convey. 
ing the meeting, which had brought together 
more persons than could have been expected, 
he concluded with expressing his hearty cop. 
currence in the address. 

The Chairman then put the address, which 
was carried with only three dissenting voices, 

After the address to the King had been 
agreed to, Mr. Wailes presented himself, and 
proposed that three times three cheers should 
he given, which was immediately complied 
with, amidst hearty cheering and the Waving 
of hats. 

Mr. R. Howarp spoke in favour of the 
address. After stating that when this bill 
was first introduced he had advised the people 
not tu be carried away by their feelings in its 
favour, but to look at it with an eye of 
patience. He said he did not intend to 
rescind what he then said, for he sill thought 
that the elective franchise ought to have been 
given to ail householders; but being con- 
vinced that the present bill was as largea 
measure as the Ministers could carry, he was 
desirous of giving it all the support in his 
power. 

Mr. SMiruson said that in cases of partner- 
ship where one partner was fraudulent, the 
other party filed a bill against him in Chance- 
ry, and he was made to give up that portion 
which was improperly gained, so, in this case, 
| the bill was filed against the boroughmongers, 
| who must soon render up their spoils. (Hear, 
hear, and laughter.) He should advise the 
hon-payment of taxes in case the bill were not 
passed, and concluded by declaring that the 
proceedings of the day had his cordial ap- 
proval, (Cheers.) 

Mr. CLaPHaM, in moving a vote of thanks 
to the reformers of both Huuses of Parliament, 
said, they were deserving the approbation v! 
| the country, fur the talent, perseverance, and 
| zeal they had displayed in support of the mea- 
\sure which had excited such intense feeling 

throughout the country, The more they cou- 











said upon it, and I should have contented my- |templated the objects designed to be effected 
self with merely seconding the motion, if it |by the reform bill, the more would they be 
were not for the fear that my towosmen should | convinced that its success was intimately col- 
say Joshua Bower has grown cold in the cause |nected with their best interests. Mr. Clap- 
of reform, and that a reaction has taken |ham concluded by moving 
place. I shall therefore say a few words, in | ‘** That the thanks of this meeting afe 
the first place, then, 1 say that so far from due to his Majesty’s Ministers, aud to the 
any reaction having taken place, into what- |friends of reform in both Houses of Parlia- 
ever company I go, whether it be of those who | ment, for their persevering efforts io 

have been politicians 30 or 40 years, or those |of the Reform Bill.” 


who have only just begun to inquire, I find| Mr. Lus, in seconding the vote of thanks t? 


that they are all more and more in favour of | bis Majesty's Ministers and the friends of te 
the Reform Bill, and that Tories are coming 


round more than ever, and nothing can now 
spe the measure from being carried, 
alf of the House of Lords are now in favour 


' that success mainly to the generalship 
of it, nay more thao half; but then the bill |Grey. He had daslegelonm 
nesse,—he had in fact obtained the second 


form, fur their exertions in the great caus, 
and its happy and successful issue. 00” 


has to guinto committee, aud there au attempt 





second reading, observed, that he attributed — 
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jts avowed enemies. (Hear, hear.) By the 
management of Earl Grey the ‘ waverers” 
had voted for the bill, with the avowed intention 
of frittering it cown to nothing in the commit- 
tee. How did the case really stand? There 
were but a majority present of two, and that 
majority included Lord Wharneliffe and many 
of his followers who go into the committee 
with the intention of destroying the very vitals 
ofthe bill. It is said that Earl Grey can se- 
cure it at once by a creation of peers, but it 
Should be recollected that to exercise this pre- 
Fogative to a great exteut, good and sufficieut 
Feasons should be assigned, and Earl Grey had 


go placed the matter that by the small ma- 
| jority it was self-evident it could not be car- 
ried without a new Creation of peers. That | 


he had never been solicited to do, and it was 
for the people of this country to declare their 


Conviction that it was necessary to be done, 


and by that meaus justifying Earl Grey in ad- 
Visivg the King to exercise his prerogative in 
this great and awful emergency. (Ap)lause.) 
The motion was then agreed to. 

Mr. I. PLINt, jun., in proposing a motion 


_ to carry the resolutions of the meeting into 


effect, said—** At this late hour, Mr. Chair- 
man, | shal] vot trouble you with many obser- 
Vatious ; indeed, the resolution which | have 
to propose does not call for any extended re- 
marks. I cannot, however, resist au inclina- 
fion t» comment upon the subject of the reso- 


reading not by the friends of the bil! but by profound veneration. (Cheers.) 


} 
| 


| 


| 


>) 
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It bas been 
said by a preceding speaker, that the Ministers 
have succeeded in carrying the second reading 
of the bill by great generalship, skill, and 
finesse. Sir, 1 infer trom the result of the 
second reading, that a great change has taken 
place in the opinions of the House of Peers, 
relative to the necessity for reform, and the 
unanimity of the public wish for that measure 
ot reform which is now before Parliament. [t 
augurs well for the ultimate success of that 
measure, that the secoud reading has beeu 
carried without any exercise of the royal pre- 
rogative in the creation of peers, It indicates 
that a great many of those who, when the bill 


‘ . . . > . 
was thrown out in the last session of Parlia- 


| 


| 


' 





ment, voted againstit, have become convinced 
that the national desire for reform must be 
complied with, and will indeed be satisfied 
only with the whole unmutilated bill. lt is 
nevertheless quite true, that there yet exists a 
‘trong and urgent necessity to create peers, 
either to carry the bill safely through the com- 
mittee, or, on the third reading, to correct the 
niutilations it may undergo in the committee. 
Without such a creation, although the great 
principles of the bill may be preserved in the 
comuittec, yet will the provisious of the bill, 
by which its principles are to be carried into 
effect, be so altered that it will be sent back 
to the Commons, shorv of its honours, and no 
longer worthy of that ardent attachment which 
is now felt for it by the Commons and the 


lution just carried, which the importance of | vation. The will of the King, of his Mivisters, 


that resolution fully justifies. You have beeu 
Called upon to tender your thanks to the Mi- 
Disters and those members of the legislature 
Who have supported the bill of reform. ( Hear.) 

ere is an opinion on this subject which I 
Mever conld bring my mind to prove. Itis 
‘Said by many ‘* We want measures, notmen.” 


and of the people, cannot be set at defiance ; 


)and all which Earl Grey has hitherto done in- 


} 


dicates to my mind clearly and satisfactorily, 
that the bill must pass soon, and pass in all 
its integrity and efficiency. (Cheers.) It is 
tu strengthen the Minister in his determina- 
tiou to carry the bill by the means which he is 


Ow itis true that the measures attempted or | known to possess, that the address which has 
effected by particular public men, are those | been approved by this meeting, 1s to be for- 
things by which we determine upon their | warded to him for presentation to his Majesty. 
claims to our respect and gratitude ; but it is | The influeace of the address will be in propor- 
@ cold and selfish policy to accept all tion to the number of signatures which may be 
Which such men effect for their country and | attached tu it; and | would beg, in conclu- 


mankind, without returning them 

Our ardent affection and esteem. 1 never 
Could separate in my mind meu from 
ir actions, nor consider that while | 
Praised and admired the latter, it was right to 
With hold my personal affection from the former; 


i 

_ @ud when we have before us the example of a 
Man who commeuced his political career as a 
)-feformer nearly forty years ago (for it was in 


that Earl, then the hon. Charles, Grey, 
ented his memorable petition for reform), 

» has consisteatly and perseveringly sup- 
rted all great measures, who long refused 
e and powers, ratber ‘han compromise bis 
iples; and when, m re especially, we see 
individual crowning vis labours by bring- 
} into Parliament, aud so far successfully 
ying forward a measure of reform,—1 say, 
bat such a man is entitled not merely to 


of his actions, but to our warmest 
t fervent affection, and to our most’ 





sion, that each individual now present would 
sigu the address so svvn as it shall be laid for 
public signature, and induce as many as he 


| may possess influeuce with to do the same,” 


Mr. Plint moved the following resolution : — 

‘That. the gentlemen who furmed the 
sub-committee for preparing these resolutions 
be a committee for carrying them into effect, 
and that they have power to add tu their num- 
ber.” 

Which motion beiog seconded, was carried 
unavimously. 

Mr. Marshall having vacated the chair, 
which was taken by John Clapham, Esq., 
Mr. Whitehead moved, and Mr. Benjamin 
Walker seconded the motivn, that the thanks 
of this meeting are due to John Marshall, 
Esq., for his abie and impartial couduct in the 
a which was put aud carried by acclama- 


¥ The meeting, consisting of about 4,000 per- 
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sons, and which had been convened at a notice 
little exceeding twelve hours, then dispersed 
in the utmost harmony. 





LONDON POLITICAL UNION, 


The weekly meeting of the council of this 
union was held last night (Wednesday, 25th 
of April) at eight o'clock, at their rcoms, Sa- 
ville-house, Leicester-square, Mr. Taylor being 
in the enair. 

The Secretary having informed the meeting 
of some donations to the Union— 


(THE REFORM BILL} 


Mr. GeorGe RoGeErs, at the request of the 
committee, rose to move the adoption of cer- 
tain resulutions which had been cousidered 
worthy their attention, whereon to found the 
bases of motions to be proposed to a general 
meeting of the Union. To the propriety of 


calling this meeting on the 3d of May the | 


committee assented, and to the spirit or tenor 
of the resolutions proposed for its adoption, It 
is bigh time that the nation should awake from 
its apathetic lethargy, and should exert itself 
to prevent the Reform Bill, now nearly an- 
chored within the haven of their hopes, from 
being wrecked, or drifted again to the ocean 
of difficulty or despair. He certainly was one 
of those who bad placed an entire reliance on 
the skill and sincerity of their pilot, and he 
had seen no reason to doubt bis integrity, or 
to repent a misplaced confidence. Yet, though 
he had every respect for my Lord Grey, he 
was not so sanguine in the exertions of those 
who had tendered him their support ; many of 
whom too much resembled wolves in sheep's 
clothing ; or as suppliant tigers ready to pounce 
upon their prey. There was very little doubt 
that the knot of pseudo-reformers, who have 
lukewarmly given their support for the second 
reading of the bill, will seize every advantage 
or grappling with its contents, will exert all 
their influence in endeavouring to smother 
their reluctantly-adopted child, will strain 
every nerve to render its principles less demo- 
cratic, and therefore less useful and less ac- 
ceptable. At the last meeting of the council 
he had made some observations on what bad 


fallen from my Lord Grey, in his reply on the | 


second reading of the bill; and as those ob- 
servations had been the subject of many 
adverse remarks in the daily papers since, he 
had procured the best edition of his speech, 
in order to set himself and his lordship right 
in the opinion of the people. ‘* Although 
(says his lordship) I think fifty-six boroughs 
ought to be disfranchised—although 1 should 
be very sorry to see a less number disfran- 
chised—and although I think the ten-pound 
franchise is not too great an extension of the 
qualification, still these provisions are no part 
of the principles of the bill.” So says his 
lordship; and if he is correct, then have the 
people been misled. But his lordship conti- 
nues, ** And these provisions may be altered 
in perfect consistency with its priaciples. 


OLITIcaL Unton. 
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| That is, the principles—for its Provisions are 
here its principles—may be altered in coy. 
sistency with its principles.” ‘ But (re. 
sumes his lordship) it is said that I will not 
consent to avy alteration. To this assertion | 
can only repeat the answer I made to a siti. 
lar one last October,—it does not depend on 
me, but on your lordships. When the bilj 
goes into committee, | shall certainly feel jt 
'to be my duty to resist any alterations which 
(1 now think inconsistent with the main object 
; which this bill proposes to carry into effect, 
But if it can be shown that any injustice has 
inadvertently crept into any one of the sche- 
dules ; if it can be shown that any qualifica- 
tion not so small as 10/. would be less open to 
fraud and abuse, | will not resist the correc- 
tion of such circumstances.’’ Now, what 
dves my Lord Grey mean by injustice inad- 
vertently having crept into the bill? An in- 
| justice, inadvertently, after all the combatings 
and canvassings, the ransackings and re- 
searches, the carping and hypercritical oppo- 
sition of one party, and the too easy credulity 
or coucession of another? And after the 
nights of toil and trouble which the Houseo 
Commous have spent over the subject in alf 
its multifarious details, are now the provi| 
sions of the bill—nay, its very principles to. 
be considered the subject of unjust inadver- 
tence? Is not the ten-pound franchise one of 
the most important, not merely of the parti- 
culars of the bill, but actually of its princi- 
ples ; and shall it now be said that this stand- 
ard was lightly adopted, or that it has inad- 
vertently crept into the bill? And does it 
show a consistency in my Lord Grey, now to 
eudeavour to escape from one of the most pro- 
minent features of the bill, by terming it not 
a principle, but an expedient provision that 
has crept inadvertently into the bill? If so, 
the pledges he has given cannot be redeemed, 
and the confidence of the people has been 
misplaced. It therefore becomes doubly ese 
sential to ascertain minutely what his prin- 
ciples are, and to watch vigilantly avd 
narrowly the progress of the bill. The 
people must be aroused from their appa- 
rent apathy; and must be made not only 
ito think, but to resolve for themselves. 
The lukewarmness of their friends should su- 
mulate to increased exertion ; and their at- 
tention should never be abstracted from the 
| subject now postponed, partly, if not princl- 
pally, to try the pulse of popular feeling 00 
the great question. Other subjects have of 
late been introduced, such as the West Indis 
question, to divert the attention of the people 
from the prominent topic, just as a tub 1s 
thrown out to a whale intended to be bar- 
pooned. Now or never, should be the watch- 
word of the people, He then moved the reso- 
lutions, an abstract of which was given in the 
Chronicle of Thursday last, which were thea 
referred to the consideration of the come 
mittee, and were now adopted by that com- 
mittee for the consideration of the council, 
preparatory to that of a general meetiDg 
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, principally relate to the halcyon of pub- 
lic feeing produced by the operation of the 
Political Unions, in consequence of the cou- 
fidence placed in his Majesty’s Ministers, In 
their endeavours, though slow, to carry into 
effect the Reform Bill; but that, should that 
confileuce have been misplaced, or the Bull 
be any way mutilated or rejected, the allayed 
ling will be enraged ioto a hurricane of po- 
ar violence detrimental to society, and in- 
jous particularly to the privileged orders. 
order to arrest this storm, the people should 
exert their every energy to have the Bill passed 
unmutilated and soon. 
a: Thomas Murrny could not attribute 
y feeling in bim of confidence towards 
Grey, much less towards any other of 
Majesty’s Ministers. In contrasting the 
@onduct of Lord Grey on the present bill, he 
thought much apathy had been displayed, and 
much less energy than on the former occasion 
ja October last. The advocacy on the present 
Occasion was slight, hesitating, and dubious. 
‘The postponement of the bill is another argu- 
ment for confidence. But if no confidence in 
the courage or sincerity of Lord Grey can be 
a can any be iu the integrity of my Lord 
elbourne by any who remember his gagging 
bills of 1416 and 1819, and his conduct as Irish 
secretary? He then adverted, at great length, 
tothe particulars of the bill, which he said 
Thad been so determinedly advocated iu the 
‘House of Commons by the members of the 
eabinet, and hoped it should meet the same 
treatment in the committee of the Lords. He 
“Said that though Lord Grey might, of himself, 
be Willing, uay, anxious, to carry the mea- 
“sure, those with whom he was surrounded 
Sefved as drawbacks on his powers, therefore 
0m the confidence of the people. He is the 
acknowledged and avowed assuciate of those 
Who have proved themselves to be the enemies 
Of the people ; some who are recreants in po- 
Tities, and others known corruptionists ; to 
‘One he extends the hand of fellowship, to 
Smother he succumbs in smiles of blaudish- 
Ment. The 10d. franchise he considered one 
of the most material parts of the bill, since 
‘twas better not to attempt universal suffrage 
An the present state of legislation and society, 
“and that they could not get suffrage by scot 
“and jot; let us, therefure, have the 10/. by 
Rook or crook. He animadverted very se- 
¥erely on some of the nobility, particularly 
Mose of the cabinet; and on the conduct of 
. ; Grey in pensioning his family on the 
lic. 
Mr. W. D. Saut, F.G.S., thought that the 
iy effective and certain remedy for the peo- 
in case of the failure of tive bill, was in 
non-payment af taxes, This would rouse 
legislature to a sense of its injustice and 
ger. He felt confident of the result of such 
ucedure, 
r. WALLIs entered into an elaborate 
minute defence of Lord Grey, and 
that the iuterpretation put upon his 
h was not warranted by the contest; 














nor could any abandonment of principle be 
proved by a concession of particular details. 
And it might reasonably be thought, that 
though his lordship had said he was disposed 
to listen to terms of accommodation, or a mo- 
dification of parts, if any injustice had inad- 
vertently creptin unnoticed in any former dis- 
cussions ; yet he had guarded himself against 
any misrepresentation by what he added, that 
he was not only fully prepared, but resvlutely 
determined to resist any alteration of princi- 
ple, though he might submit to an amendment 
ofa part. The main principles of the bill—the 
enfranchisement and disfranchisement of a 
particular number of boroughs or places, and 
the terms of franchise, were not abandoned by 
his lordship; and a concession of minute 
could not be considered an abandoument of 
principle or pledge. So, too, he defended stre- 
uuously the conduct of Lord Grey with regard 
to the creation of peers-—the mode and time 
of which, or the propriety or necessity of which, 
should be left to his lordship, who was or 





ought to be aware of how far he might with 
safety depend on the means at present in’ his 
| power. He did not like a creation of peers for 
aby express purpose ; it would establish a dan- 
gerous precedent. Lord Grey had a moral 
and political fame to maintain; and he saw 
nothing to warrant the suspicion that he would 
wantonly risk that reputation for which he has 
been contending during a long career of poli- 
‘tical turbulence. He had proved his stead- 
fastness and integrity formerly, aud be has 
maintained them entire. 

Mr. DANIEL WAKEFIELD also defended the 
character of Lord Grey, both with regard to 
his protection of the bill, and of his own re- 
‘lations. He thought the private character of 
| any public man should not be too closely scru- 
tinized. Success would hold his Lordship up 
to the admiration of the present, and the ve- 
veration of future ages ; and treachery or neg- 
lect would procure execrations and contempt, 
Mr. Cartweicur Thomas, in warmly ad- 
vocating the part of Lord Grey, said it would 
be bad for his lordship to rely on the people as 
his sheetanchor ; forthey were as a vane, that 
would turn round by every wind, and would 
desert him at his utmost need. (Cries of ** No, 
no.) The people wish the bill to be carried ; 
but they are lukewarm in their exertions, and 
would not support determined measures in 
case of failure. (Cries of “ false!’’) I may be 
told it is false, but I am persuaded that itis too 
true. I for one will not pay any taxes should 
the bill be abandoned or rejected. (Cheers.) 
But I fear I shall be a sufferer alone, and that 
the great mass of the nation will look on with 
fear or a pathetic indifference. (Loud cries of 
‘* No, no!’’—** false, false !’’"—we are all deter- 
mined to do the same !’’) I am afraid we will be 
allowed to work out our own independence; 
and that while the lower classes of the people 
might anxiously put into practice what they 
seem determined on, the upper and middle 
ciasses would look on unconcerned but for 
their own share of the spoil. I fear that the 
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words of Blackwood will be verified—that 
there will be disturbance, some bloodshed, 
and that things will be permitted to return to 
their former course. (Loud cries of ‘* No, 
never!) He hoped not; but that the nation 
would work soon, and securely,and peaceably, 
its own independence. 

Mr. GatLoway neither despaired of nor 
doubted the determination, not merely of the 
lower classes of society, but of the middle and 
many of the upper. And as for Mr. Thomas 


thinking he would be alove in the non-pay- | 


ment of taxes, he begged leave to assure him, 


not only were others present who would be in| 


the same situation, but that thousands in the 
city were firmly resolved on the subject. He 
for one was similarly determined; but he 


could but think that the resolution would be | 
rendered unnecessary, 4&5 he bad every hope | 


that the measure would be carried. He knew 
Lord Grey to be both sincere and deter.nined ; 
but the people must make allowauce for his 


age and his opponents ; be cannot act now at! 
seventy with that energy he displayed at forty. 


A calculation had been made, proving that a 
majority of six for the second reading had been 
foreseen; yet even had there been but one 
it might ‘have been more pleasing, for 
then his ordship might have resorted to 
the powers with which be had been entrusted. 
But his forbearance of the peer creation be- 


fore the second reading of the bill was wise | 


and prudent; for of those who supported him 
in the former, thirty would have opposed the 
present; and of those who now supported, 
thirty would have been firmly against; thus 
he would have lost sixty of bis present sup- 
porters. But he knew that the first motion 
in the committee would be, that fifty-six be 
the number of boroughs in Schedule A and 
that, if this should be rejected, then the peers 
will be made. But, though coufideuce might 
be placed, it shc uld not be without an exertion 
on the part of the people. 


Messrs. Redman and Detrosier followed on ' 


the same side, and Major Revell spoke ener- 
yetically concerning stopping the supplies, 
rather than the non-payment of taxes. This 
was illegal —that constitutional; and should 
be recommended to, may, forced upon the 
House of Commons. 

Professor Annotr also vindicated the ex- 


pressions of Lord Grey, who could not have | 


said otherwise but as a dictator or the satellite 
of adespot; as one who came to decide, not 
to deliberate. 

Mr. J.H. Powett had been in the House of 


Lords, and thought that the insinuated threat | 


of the creatioa of peers by Lord Grey, if found 
requisite, was a sufficient proof of courage 
aud sincerity, and had been so met with ge- 
neral cheering by the advocates of the mea- 
sure, and as a warning by its opponents. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted; 
and it was ordered that the committee pre- 
pare an addeess to his Majesty to exert his 
prerogative, if necessary, to secure the Bill, 
and also a petition to the House of Peers 


| for the consideration of a General Meeting t, 
| be held on Thursday, the 30th of May. ° 
The council adjourned at a late hour. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


| 
ResoLveD,—That the National Political 
Union was established at a time of nny 
exampled excitement of political teeline aud 
of great diversity of opinion respecting the 
Reform Bill, which had been then rejected jy 
the Peers. ’ 
That, relying on the pledge of Lord Grey 
that he would be no party to provisions fos 
efficient than those contained in the bill tep. 
dered on his behalf by Lord John Russell, this 
Union has steadily given its support to the 
bill as a whole, endeavoured to persuade, and 
to a considerable extent bas succeeded iy per- 
suadirg, the ardeut but honest advocates of 
more extended suffrage to forego their oppo- 
‘sition, aud unite in support of the Reform bili 
which his Majesty’s Mini-ters had proposed, 
That, knowing the difficulty with which 
this sacrifice of honest determination has been 
obtained, this Council learn with dread the 
probability that important provisions of tue 
bill will be either mutilated or rejected, to 
which should Earl Grey consent, the bond of 
agreement between the people and the noble 
| Earl will be broken and set at nought. 
| That, in this new extremity, this Council 
_warn the aristocracy generally, and his Ma- 
| jesty’s Ministers more particularly, thata mu- 
tilation of those provisions of the bill whichare 
important to the industrious classes, will pro- 
duce consequences equally fatal with those 
which could not fail to follow a rejection of 
| the bill. 

That the storm of political feeling which 
has in great measure been allayed by the 
various unions, will rage with violence; and 
| that there is reason to expect that a stop to the 
payment of taxation and other obligations in 
|society will take place, the consequences ot 
which, it may safely be predicted, would be 
| the utter extinction of the privileged orders. 
That, to avert the calamities which would 
be occasioned by so sudden a change, and to 
|promote a peaceful effectual reform while 
there is yet time, it is necessary that every 
man in the country should use all the meaas 
_in his power in every way he can to promote 


the passiug of the Reform Bill through the 
_ Lords’ House in the state it has been sett 
from the Commons. 

That the Business Committee be instructed 
to prepare an address to his Majesty, prayi0$ 
him to adopt all constitutional means in bis 
power to ensure the passing of the Reform Bill 
unmutilated, and also a petition to the House 
of Lords, founded upon the foregoing resolu 
tions, for the consideration of a general meet 
ing of the members of the Union, and that the 
said meeting be held on Thursday, May 34, # 
eight o’clock in the evening. 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, 
Fripay, Apuit 20, 1532. 
INSOLVENTS. 
_ALLMAND, R.,Wewm, Shropshire, victualler. 
ATKINSON, J. ” Cockermouth, Cumberland, 

slate-manufacturer. 
| BANKRUPTCY ENLARGED. 
iy NOLDS, J., Royston, Herts, carrier. 
BANKRUPTS. 
_BORSLEY, J., Lower Grosvenor-place, boot 
aud shoe- maker. 
CHALKEN, W., Warwick-square, Kensing- 


| “ton, hoarding-house- -keeper. 
~ GROOKS,G ., Auglesea- pl., Limehouse, baker. 






- “draper. 
"GREENACRE, J., Brompton, builder. 
HALL, C. jun., Walsall, Staffordshire, brush- 
_ smaker. 

SON: J., Muscovy-ct., wine-mercbant., 
RAMSAY, T.G., and S.Lancaster, Mark-lane, 
_ ‘Wine-merchants, 

-ROOKER, F., Chorlton-row and Manchester, 
rn-dealer, 
BiLvor, W., Cambridge, watch-maker. 

E, J.,Crawford- -street, Bryanstone-square, 
- ) Stationer. 
LIAMS,R., Tottenham-ct.-road, chemist. 
= T., ‘Burslem, Staffurdshire, iron- 
er. 


x SCOTCH SEQUESTRATION. 

 HARVIE, T., Glasgow, merchant, 

so by —_- 

ee 

os: Tuespay, Arrit 24, 1632, 
INSOLVENT. 


“ BONSFIELD, S., Heaton Norris, Lancashire, 
) ‘®addler. 













BANKRUPTS. 


ICE, E., Bristol, cabinet-maker. 

BORN, G., Horncastle, Lincolnshire, inn- 
reper. 

IES, E., Sheffield, draper. 

RDN ER, a L., Little ‘Tower-st., wine-mer. 
mL, W. , Upper-st., Islington, linen-draper, 
KA E, W. » Chorlton-row, Lancashire, joiuer. 
LE 1S, R. » Portsea, timber- merchant. 

Atl TIRE, J., and R. Welsh, Cartlett, Pem- 
‘brokeshire, coach-builders. 

MAS, W., Park-laue, Piccadilly, livery- 
ble- -keeper. 

NSEND, W., Brighthelmstone, Sussex, 
wer. 

3, T. G., New Park-street, Southwark, 
tualler. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 


KENZIE, T., Dundonnell, Edinburgh 
Maderwriter. 
WRRISON and Ewing, Glasgow, cotton- 
M-agents. 
MABONE, S, and R., Portobello, potters, 



























2SruH Aprit, 1832. 



































IBURY, W. B, Leadenhall-street, woullen- | 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark- Lane, Corn-ExcuanGe, Apri. 23.— 
Our supplies, since this day se’nnight, of wheat 
from all quarters, and Euglish, Irish, and 
fereign flour collectively, as also Euglish and 
Scotch malt, moderately good; of Irish oats, 
great; of Evglish and Scotch oats, English 
aud foreign barley, as well as beans, peas, and 
seeds, frum all quarters, very limited. 

In this day’s market, which, for that of a 
holiday Monday, was tolerably well attended 
both by Londen and country beyers, the trade 
was, owing to advanced prices having been for 
most articles stiffly demanded, with wheat, 
vats, beans, peas, rye, seeds, malt, and flour, 
very dull; with barley, on account of the 


shortness of its supply, somewhat brisk, at 


fully last Monday's quotations. 


Wheat eee cccerecs coce eeee 53s. to 67s. 
Rve .ccccccccecccccccccees SIS. to S45, 
Barley . .ccceccoccccvecces 258s t0 Shs, 
FINE 20 coccscccccccce sas tO 425, 
Peas, White .....eeee..ee 358. to 3Y5, 
Boilers .....-ccee+- 38S to 445, 
Grey --cceeeeeccece JUS. to 375, 
Beans, Old .. cece seeecceees 4S, to 36s, 
TiGK ccccccccoce-co Sats 00 Bam 
Oats, Potatue ........0..06 26s. to 29s, 
— Poland ,........0-e0- 245. tu 275. 
Feed ..ccccccccscce ce 20S to 258, 
Flour, per sack .....0..++.. 595. to 605, 

















PROVISIONS. 


Bacon, Middles, new, 44s. to 49s. per cwt. 
Sides, new... 48s. to 52s. 

Pork, India, new.... 130s. Ud. to —s. 
Pork, Mess, new ...75s. Od. to —s. per barl. 
Butter, Belfast ....40s. to 44s. per cwt. 
Carlow ..... 80s. to 86s. 

Cork ......80s. to 84s, 
Limerick ..40s, to 84s, 
Waterford... 70s. to 76s. 

Dublin ....74s. to —s. 

Cheese, Cheshire....54s. to 74s, 

—— Gloucester, Double. .56s. to 625. 
Gloucester, Single. ..42s, to 56s. 
Edam ......-49s. to 54s. 

Gouda ...... 48s. to 50s. 

Hams, Irish...,....568. tu 58s. 


SMITHFIELD.—April 23. 


This day’s supply, though short for that 
of the generality of Monday, was, for that of 
a holiday Monday, moderately good ; aud the 
trade, theonghiens, exceedingly dull ; with 
beef and veal at a depression of about 2d., 
lamb full 6d. per stone; with muttou and 
pork at Friday’s quotations. 

Beasts, 2,224; sheep and lambs, 15,550; 
calves, 8; pigs, 120. 
































MARK-LANE.—Friday, Ay ril 27. 


The arrivals this week are large, aid the 
prices 1s, luwer than on Monday. 
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THE FUNDS. 


Sat. |Mon. Tues.|Wed.! Thar. 


3 per Cent, | Pri. 


Cons. Aun, f | — | @54| #44] #43) 843] 454 
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COBBETT-LIBRARY. 

New Fdition. 
COBBETT’S Speliing-Book; 
(Price 23.) 

Containing, besides all the usual matter of 
such a book, a clear and concise 
INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 
This | have writtey by way of 
A Stepping=Stone to my own 
Grammar; 


such a thing having been frequently sug- 
gested to me by Teachers as necessary. 


1. ENGLISH GRAMMAR.—Of this | 
work sixty thousand copies have now been | 
published. This is a duodecimo volume, aud | 


the price is 3s, bound in boards. 


2. An ITALIAN GRAMMAR, by 
Mr. James Paut Cosppetr.—Being a Plain 
and Compendious Introduction to the Study 
of Italian. Price 6s. 

3. COTTAGE ECONOMY.—I wrote 
this Work professedly for the use of the la- 
bouring and middling classes of the English 
nation. I made myself acquainted with the 
best and simplest modes ot making beer aud 
bread, and these 1 made it as plain as, | believe, 
words could make it. Also of the keeping of 
Cows, Pigs, Bees, aud Poultry, matters which 
1 understood as well as any body could, and 
in all their details. It includes my writings 
also ou the Straw Plait. A Duodecimo Vo- 
lume. Price 2s. fd, 

4. YEAR’S RESIDENCE IN AME- 
RICA.—The Price of this book, in good print 
and on fine paper, is 5s. 


5. The ENGLISH GARDENER; or, 
a Treatise on the situation, soil, enclosing and 
laying out, of Kitchen Gardens ; on the mak- 
ing and managing of Hot-beds and Green- 
houses ; and on the propagation and cultiva- 
tion of all sorts of Kitchen Garden Plants, and 
of Fruit Trees, whether of the Garden or the 
Orchard. And also, on the formation of 
Shrubberies and Flower Gardens. Price 6s. 


6. THE WOODLANDS; or, a Trea- 


tise on the preparing of the ground for plant- 
ing ; on the planting, on the cultivating, on 
the pruning, and on the cutting down, of Fo- 
rest Trees and Underwoods, Price lds. bound 
in boards. 


7. THE EMIGRANT’S GUIDE. 


Just now Published, under this Title, a little 
Volume, containing Ten Letters, addressed to 
English Tax-payers. A new edition, with a 
Postscript, containing an account of the Prices 
ef Houses and Lan, recently obtained from 
America by Mr, Cobbct’s Price 2s, 6d, in bds. 





the Bank of England, the Funds, and all the | 


8 FRENCH GRAMMAR; or, Plain 


lristructions for the Learning of French, Price 
bound in boards, 5s. 


9. TULL’S HORSE-HOEING 
HUSBANDRY; or, a Treatise on the Priy 
ciples of Tillage and Vegetation. With an Ip. 
troduction, by WM. Cosuert. 8vo. Price 15s, 


10. POOR MAN’S FRIEND. A new 


edition. Price éd. 


ll. THE LAW OF TURNPIKES, 
By William Cobbett, Jun., Student of Lip- 
coln’s Inn. Price 3s. 6d. boards. 


12. PAPER AGAINST GOLD; or, 


the History aud Mystery of the National Dett, 


‘ 

« 
4 
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Trickery of Paper Money. The Price of this 
book, very nicely printed, is 5s. 





To be had at No. 11, Bolt-court, Fleet-stree, 










































N ASON’S LIQUID for CLEANING KID 
i GLOVES. Ladies aud Gentlemen are 
respectfully informed, that this original Com- 
position has obtained very general Patronage, 
merited by its being the only invention which 
effectually restores Kid Glove to their original 
colour. Sold by Messrs. Allnutt and Son, 
No. 186, Piccadilly, wholesale Agents; aud 
may be had at all respectable Chemis's, Me 
dicine-venders, Perfumers, Stationers, Brush: 
makers, &c. &c.: Johnson, 68, Cornhill; 
Rigge, 65, Cheapside; Wilson, 7, Lowther 
arcades Peutley, 220, High-holborn; Prices, 
14, Fatliament-street; Fawke, 125, Oxford 
street; Gooch, 43, Curzon-street ; and Sari, 
Chemist, 5, St. James’s-street, Brighton. 


HE CHURCH REFORMERS’ MAGi- — 

ZINE for ENGLAND and IRELAND, 
No. 1V., for May, Price Is. 6d., will be pub- 
lished on Monday, April 30. 


Conducted by WILLIAM EAGLE, Esq. 


Contents: 1. On the Distinction betwett 
Rents and Tithes : Lerd Brougham’s Sleep! 
Partners: Lord Milton’s Tithe Manifesto: 
Interest of the Farmers In abolishing Tithes— 
| 2. Reasons for the Non- Payment of Tithes by 

the People called Quakers. — 3. Shephet 
Hierarchy: the Church in Danger.—4. Pre 
tended Antiquity of the Title to Chureh-Lands 
_&c.: Sale of the Lands of Bishops and Deas — 
“and Chapters in the time of the Commom 
| wealth.—5. Company for Propagating the 
Gospel in New England ; Application of 
Rents of their Estates and other Funds 
| Partial, Intolerant, and Uncharitable Dist 
bution of Doles by the Parochial Clergy 
With a variety of interesting events and 1 
telligetice relating to Tithe and C 

form. ; 


Effingham Wilson, 88, Royal Exebanst 











aud all Booksellers. 
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